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SHUICHI SHIGENO INTERVIEW

Situations required virtually no pain or effort from me. It all Just easly fell
into place, because all | had to do was draw that world view | was already
intimately familiar with. It was very enjoyable work.

—If you weren't a manga artist, what do you think you'd do instead?
Honestly, | can't even imagine anything else at all. | could force myself to
say something, but itd just be a lie anyway, so | won't | really don't think it
was possible for me to be anything but a manga artist.

—Let's talk about other manga artists. Are there any that you personally
are amazed by?

Well, there are lots and lots of talented manga artists in Japan—so many, in
fact, that there's just no end to who | could name. So | won't give names,
butin my long career, I've met a ot of talents, some of them a good ten o
twenty times more talented than me. Most of them, however, aren't around
any loner; although I'm stil here. In the end, if you want to create a story
or awork of art, it's passion that you really need, not talent. A lot of people
&et halfway into a story and think “well, that's good enough.” ike they've.
fully explored this world and there’s no need to keep golng. Being able to
keep doing I, to keep drawing without getting bored of yourself... | think
that's what “talent” really Is In this industry.

—Also, congrats on launching Subaru and Subaru! Can you tell us a little
about what itll be like?

One of the protagonists in this series, s the name suggests, drives a
Subaru—a BRZ, to be exact. | know that Subarus are pretty popular in the
US these days, 5o | hope that helps draw the interest of readers. In all the
car manga series I've created, from Initial D to MF Ghost and now Subaru
‘and Subaru, I've designed them so they introduce the unique aspects of
Japanese car culture to readers. | hope you'll get to see this for yourself,
because once you read It, you'll definitely got a sense of them.

—Finally, do you have a message for the readers of Youns Masazine
usaz

Thanks very much for picking up this magazine. | never really thought that
people in foreign countries would ever read my work, 50 just seeing them
pick this up in the first place makes me really happy. | very much hope
vou'll like my new work, Subaru and Subaru!
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the difference between shonen and seinen titles?
1 think shonen manga puts a clearer emphasis on the sorts of dreams that
children often have. Seinen, on the other hand, is more aimed at adults
who've finished school and are part of society. | feel there's more depth
added to the stories, you could say, or social context

—A new English transilation of Initial D began to be released in the US in
2024, quickly becoming a huge success. How do you feel about Initial D
being read around the world, especially In the US?

First of all, the news of ts success was a tramendous surprise for me.
Initial D, after all, is set In Japan, and it depicts a racing culture that
developed in Gunma Prefecture, Just a small part of the country. It's a very
domestic. local kind of subject, but seeing the content being understood
and resonating with American audiences was really a big surprise, one I'm
tremendously grateful for. My thanks o out to all the readers.

When the series was still running, | Just couldn't see this Kind of setting as
‘something people from outside Japan would understand, but | suppose.
times have changed. | think there must be something to it that appeals—
some invisible thing. The passion, if you will. That's what comes across to
people worldwide.

—Your work is primarily themed around cars. Do you think there are.
things that can only be expressed through cars?

Only expressed through cars... | think those things do exist, ves. I've never.
explicitly stated what that s, but maybe | should be more specific? (laughs)

—If you could give us a hint, at least.
Allright (laughs). Personally, | Just love cars, you know, and | think there’s
dfinitely something—kind of like a "heart’—that only comes across to
other car lovers. A Kind of world view that's Immediately understood
between car buffs! And that's the sort of thing I try to bring across to
readers—the hearts of all car lovers, in manga form.

—Creating a world view that only car enthusiasts can pick up on sounds
pretty difficult.

Well, for me, it came very easily. | love cars 00, after all! It was so easy for
me, | didn't even need to actively think about it. Coming up with scenes and
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—Congratulations on the 30th anniversary of intial D's launch! Could you.
tell us about any memorable or challenging moments you might've had back
then?

Well, the memorable and challenging moments are kind of one in the same—
like the times | got into accidents with the cars | was driving. It was really.
pretty reckless of me. | was driving the same Toyota Sprinter Trueno AES6.
that Initial D protagonist Takumi Fujiwara had in the series, and Id drive
around the mountains, storming the pass runs, and | eventually ended up
getting Into around three solo accidents.

Once you get deep into the mountains of Gunma Prefecture, you start to
see all these twisty, winding roads. If you'e drifting and your
counter-steering does't come i time, you start siiding sideways and fly
right off the road. | actually fell off a cliff one time! That said, | actually
haven't been hurt in any accidents. | guess | have a weird streak of luck
that way (laughs). Getting home from that oliff one was a real ordeal

though. | had to call a tow truck to come and get the car off the mountain,
drive it 10 a repair shop, and then luckily, | managed to hitch a ride with the
tow crew to the nearest train station. It was Just no fun at all.

Ishould say, by the way, that this was back when | was driving just as a
hobby; this wasn't stuff | was doing while prepping for nitial D. | definitely
want people to be careful about accidents.

—This interview will be printed in Young Magazine USA. All of your work
has appeared first in Japan's Young Magazine since Initial D. What made
You want to see your manga published there?

My professional debut was in Weekly Shonen Magazine: it was a series
called Bari Bari Densetsu, and it was all about motorcycle racing. By the
time that ended and | had more of a career going, | moved to Young
Magazine, which has a slightly older readership—you can call it shifting up,
I suppose.

Another reason for wanting to be In Young Magazine is that | wanted to
create something with a car theme. In Japan, the legal age for driving Is
18, s01in that sense; | thought it'd be better to go for a magazine aimed at
Young adults as opposed to teens and below.

—As Japanese readers know, the manga magazine industry has a clear
delineation between shonen (boys and teens) and seinen (young adult)
publications. You've worked for both types of magazines—how do you see
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The Drift, The Danger, The Drive

With titles ke Initial D and MF Ghost, Shuichi Shigeno has continually

produced car-centric series that shine like none other in the annals of manga.

To commemorate the launch of Young Magazine USA, we sat down with
Shigeno-sensei for an exclusive interview, discussing manga, cars, and his latest
work—Subaru and Subaru, which Is set after the events of initial D and MF Ghost.






