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Page 106
Otakr Jopanese slang term for “nerd”
or “geek.” Otaku are avid fans of some-
thing, and there are different types of
otaky, just lie there are different types.
of geeks. For example, computer otaku
are extremely interested in computers.
Otoku i used more generally for fans
of manga and anime. Fujosh can be.
Considered female BL otak.

Prince of Table Tennis: A parody of
the sports manga Prince of Tennis,
which gained popularity among
female readers, ond especially BL
fans, because of s siew of pretty
malé characters.

Page 107
Slim book: & translotion of the Japanese:
phvase usui hon, which i usuolly used os
Slang for doujinshi. Doujinshi are fon-
made orself-published works somewhat
Similr to zines. In Japon, they have.
 strong reputation as erotic works,
though any indie comics would olss be
considered doujinsh,

Page 110
Me and!: The Jopanese tile o the book.
is Ore to Boku. Ore and boku are both
woys for moles to refer to themselves in
the it person, but boku i the softer
‘and less assertive choice. Depending on
who you osk, some also think of sing
ok having less confidence n oneself
while others view using ore 05 o display
of arrogonce.

Pagem2
‘Shoujo manga: Manga demograp!
cally targeted to young girs ond
women. The specific gene it encom-
passes can vary greatly, but s most
Wvell known for romances.

Page s
‘Shounen manga: Manga demographi-
cally targeted to young boys ond men.
Like shoujo, the specific genre it
‘encompasses can vary greatly, but is
most well known for action-packed.
Stories with superpowers.

Page 131
Torarana: A reference to the Jopanese
e-store Toranoano, which specializes in
oujinshi There o oo a few brick-and-
mortar stores in major ciies.

Doujinshi events: Conventions and
events for doujinshi are o frequent
occurrence, with the most well-known
being Comiket, o massive summer
convention that offers o diverse
Selection of goods. If an event focuses
on @ certoin genre or topic. it's called
BLoonly or magical

. and
though Yuriko doesrit specify,she most
likely bought them at @ BL-only event.

Page134
Dust jacket: Joponese bookstores will
provide plain dust jackets made of
Poper with purchoses, which is handy
\uhen one wants to read BL discreetly.
They're olso convenient for making sure.
covers don't get dirty.

Novelllustrations: Japanese novels
with @ younger of more mass appeal,
Known as light novels, sometimes have
witiple ull-page block-and-white
{usaons sprinled iroughout he

Page136
Mini pamphets: Small pomphlets.
stuck in the middie of books are on
extremely common advertisement tool
used by publishers in Japan.

Page 138
Omegaverse: A popular trope set in

on alternate universe where people
hove secondary biological genders

and can be drawn to each other by
‘Pheramones. The mechanics of omega-
Verse mean the content i explcit more
often than not.
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Translation Notes

Common Honorifics.
~san: The Japanese equivalent of
Me/Mrs /Miss. I o situation calls for
politencs, this s the fail-sofe honorific.
Flun Used most often when ref

€0 boys, this indicotes affection o
famillrity, Occasionally used by older
men among their peers, but it may.
olso be used by anyone referring to o
person of lower standing.

Zehon: An affectionate honorific
indicating familiority used mostly in
reference to girls also used in reference.
to cute persons or animals o either
gender.

“Senpai: A suffix used to address
upperclassmen or more experienced
coworkers.

“sensei: Arespectful Lerm for teachers,
artists, or high-level professionals

o honorifc:Indicates familiarity or
closeness; if used without permission

o reason, addressing someone in this
manner would constitute an nsult

General
BL: Stands for Boys Love, o genre that,
s implied, is Gbout romances between

BL fangit: A transiation of the term
fujoshi, which refers to women who are
ovid consumers of BL content.

Cover
Knot: The knot pictured on the cover
ond title page is an Awoji knot, or
Awabi-musub. Its @ decorative knot
that can be used for auspicious
occasions as pulling the ends of the.
String makes the knot tighter, t can
also signify a long, intimate fiendship.

Pages
Shipping: Refers to when fandom
members pair choracters or people
in fictional relationships. A shortened
Version of “relationshipping.”

Pages
Bottom: The subordinate portner,
referred toin Joponese as the uke. The
opposite of this wauld be the top, or
the more dominant portner.

| N

Summertime: The original Jopanese
term here was mugicho, or barley tea.
Thisis & reference o how barley tea
commonly drawn in steamy BL manga
setin summertime.

Page 6.
HP:Stands for "health points” and s o
term commonly found in games.

OTP: OTP stands for "one true pair”
or"pairing" andis used to denote the
Couple someone thinks truly belongs.
together. The Japanese term for OTP is
‘oshi CP. orthe coupling that one wants
£ push the most. OTP: e called by.

a nickname derived from combining
both their nomes into one. In the case.
of BL the order of their names usually
denotes who the speaker thinks is the
top and bottom in the relationship.
They can also be referred to as "A x B."

around Christmas sucks for anyone.
its especially pertinent here becouse
Christmas Eve'in Japan is considered to
be a romantic doy for couples.

Page 47
Working after marriage: For o long
time, working women were expected to
Quit their jobs and become housewives
‘once they were married ond had kids.
‘While societol views are changing with
the times, this i il the norm with
more conservative companics.

Page 63
Male BL readers: Mole fans are
known o3 fudanshi and are less
‘common than fujosh, since most

BL stories tend to be geared toword
afemale demographic.

Page77
Uniforms: Japanese schoolchildren
will wear uniforms for middie and high
school, though ot all schools require
them. Uniforms for clementary schools
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