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Red-bean paste
(anko): A popular
fillng for Japanese
desserts that is
made by boiling and
mashing red beans.

Azuki: The red beans (on page
135) made into anko

[PAGE]i38)

Separate tollet and bath: Although a small studio apartment com-
bines the toilet and bath/shower in the same room, many Japanese
apartments and homes have the two in completely separate rooms.

2LDK: Refers to an apartment with two bedrooms and a living,
dining, and kitchen area
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Roxy Mountain Marshmallows:
Referencing the American brand
Rocky Mountain

Dhana: A reference to
Ghana, a popular brand of

chocolate in Japan

Kitz Crackers: Referencing Ritz
Crackers
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Takoyak: A street
snack made with a
flour-based batter
and stuffed with
octopus and other
fillngs.

Osaka: A large city
in the Kansai region
of Japan

Spiced pollock
roe (mentaiko):
similar to salted
pollock roe but
marinated or sea-
soned with spices

‘Tempura scraps (tem-
Kasu): Bits of leftover
fried tempura batter,
often added to other
dishes as a gar
Also called agedama.
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‘Yokosuka: A city in Kanagawa Prefecture, south of Tokyo and

‘Yokohama.

Ogura toast: Thick
toast topped with
22uki beans. Popu-
lar in Nagoya.

Oshiruko: A soup made with red beans, often served on New Year's

along with rice cakes

Key money: An extra, nonrefund-
able fee (usually about one to a fow
months of rent) often tacked on to
rental agreements in Japan, separate
from the standard security deposit.
The Japanese term, reikin, means

‘gratitude money,” though it is some-
times described as a bribe,

Currency
conversion: While
‘exchange rates fluc-
tuate daily, an easy
conversion estimate
is about 100 JPY to
1USD.
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K Translation Notes X

salted pollock roe (tarako): Typically
eaten with rice

‘Smoked daikon pickles (iburigakko):
Dried and smoked daikon pickled in
rice bran, sugar, and salt, traditional

to Akita prefecture.

Miso soup: A simple soup made
with miso paste, dashi powder, small
cubes of tofu, seaweed, and top-
pings such as green onion

Roasted seaweed: Flat, thin sheets of
toasted seaweed used to make sushi
orice balls
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Urban Renalssance Housing: Housing through the independent
Urban Renaissance Agency, created by the Japanese government,
that requires no key money or guarantor

March and Aprit: In Japan, the fiscal year and school year begin in
April and end in March, so the housing market is the busiest up to
and around that time.

Valentine Day’s traditions: In Japan, women customarily give
chocolates to men on Valentine's Day, and a month later, men repay
the favor on White Day. Giri choco, or “obligation chocolate,”is
given to male friends, coworkers, and relatives, while honmei choco
is given with romantic intent. Tomo choco, or “friend chocolate.” is
gifted to female friends. Here, Nomoto doesn't want her chocolates
for Kasuga to be taken as friend or obligation chocolate. Recently.

the tradition has been falling out of favor, with fewer women buying
obligation chocolate and more people, including men, purchasing
chocolate for themselves.

Zontory: A play on words of the
brewing company Suntory

Thiscord: A reference to the social
and communication platform Discord
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Rice balls (onigiri): Compacted
rice, usually wrapped in dried
seaweed and containing a
filling, such as fish or pickled
fruits

Hot-spring egg (onsen tamago): An
egg slowly boiled at a low temperature,
resulting in a softer egg white and

harder but creamy yolk. Originally done
in the waters of a hot spring.

Valentine’s Day sales events: Many shops and department stores
in Japan have Valentine’s Day sales events (called “fairs"), at which
they sell all kinds of sweets and chocolates from various brands.

[PAGENIO)

Guarantor: Japanese housing lease agreements normally require
a guarantor (usually a Japanese citizen with a full-time job) who
Proves they can cover the tenant's rent if need be. Specialty compa-
nies can serve as proxy guarantors for a fee.
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Balance Mate: A reference
to Calorie Mate, blocks of

convenient energy bars that
are purported to have a the

vitamins and nutrients that
the body requires.

Dorla: A rice-based gratin, typically with meat and vegetables.
inside, covered with cheese and white sauce

Drink bar: Common at family restaurants in Japan, customers can
pay a flat fee to have unlimited access to the available nonalcoholic
drinks.

Hamburg steak: Japanese
hamburger steak that's
based on the German Ham-
burg steak. Popular at family
restaurants in Japan
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Géteau au chocolat: Chocolate cake

Chocolates: The chocolates here,
nama choco, are made by cool-
ing ganache, a mix of cream and
chocolate commonly used as an
ingredient in sweets.

Yuri and GL: Genres that focus on romances between
women. “GL" stands for “Girls Love."

Mochi: A glutinous rice cake that is enjoyed in many Asian countries.
n Japan, there are various kinds with different flavors and fillings.

Kanagawa and Yokohama: Yokohama is the capital city of the Kana-
gawa Prefecture as well as the second-most populous city in Japan,
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Chapter 32: Valentine’s Day (Part 2)
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Bento: A complete meal for
one, either packed at home or
bought from a convenience
store. A character bento fea-
tures characters from media or
even animals or people.

PASE T, TRHIS

Natto: Sticky, fermented
Soybeans, often paired with

HouseMart: A reference to the
popular Japanese convenience
store chain FamilyMart

Skewers of
marinated boneless deep-fried
chicken
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