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Babylon—

The ancient Mesopotamian
metropolis. After the Babylonian king
Hammurabi made it the capital in the
eighteenth century BC, Babylon flourished as
the political and cultural center of the Orient.
However, haughty with prosperity, the people wished to
become like gods and built a tower named Babel to reach
the heavens. The Absolute God would not permit this and
came down to the tower, and as God's punishment, the
mortals lost their common language. This is proof of the
constant folly of mankind.

Woe be unto Babylon,
the city fallen to the wrath of God.
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TOKYO BABYION 1
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Translation: Amanda Haley | Letering: Phil Chistie
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PAGE 62
Nobubiko Ochiat: A japanesejournalist
and novelis whose work focuses on
internationl ffirs,

PAGE s
Kyoko Kotzumi: AJapanesesinger and actress.
Her reespiitd image made her fel reltabl to
ans,who affctonately call her Kyon Kyon.

Mibo Tsumiki: A Japanese acress popular fr e
boyishcharm. She was apparenty  fan of Kyoko
Kolzumi and sang Kolzum' “Stardust Memary”
for the audition that launched her career,

PAGET2
Rice ball: Called anigirfin Japanese,
¥ compacted rice,usually wrapped n
driedseaweed.

“The year 1958: lsoknown asShowa 33 Along.
withthe Gegoran calendar, Japan lsouses o
clendar based o the emperor's eign The frst:
year of theregn would be the firstyearof the
eracin thiscae, th Showa ea.

PAGETS
‘Tokyo Tower Wax Museun: The Wax Museum
opened in 1970, eturing many prominent
Japanese and overseas stars. Notably, it eatured
it  few progresiverock gures i closed
permanently n 2013

ik Lady: A emale popduo that debuted
1976 They ve dishanded and reunited
multiple times throughout theircacer and
are currentlyacive.

PAGEsS
Convenience store food:Converience stores
inJapan provide a wid vriey o cheap nd

lingready o-eat and microwavable meal.

Asimple unc of ice and seaweed would b

especalyafordabe,

PAGE 8
Meiwalas Liteally means “muisance” or
“bother."Traditonaly Japanese socety
favors harmony and congenial relations.

“The coneept of “melwaku” efers o the

actof inconveniencing those around oneself,
thereby disrupting harmny.

PAGE 101
Obor: Aday dedicated to horering ane’s
ancestor. It s belieed tht the spiisof the
deadvsit the ving o this day.Depending on
the region,obonis celebrated n either mid-uly
or midAugus,

PAGE 124
Shikigam Conjured bengs thatare ofen
‘depcted s bids or chilren. Onmyouyi are said
1o have the power o rely control shiigar,
usualy by binding them t paper dols.

PAGE 134
Cherry blossom viewing; Called “hanami*in
Japanese, it s custom ofenoying a plenic

undercherry blossoms, whether with friends
and familyoron a company or school autig,

Ueno Park: Asprawling public park n Tokyo.
‘The park grounds contan Ueno 200 and vrious
museums, but the mest fumous ttracion st
Ueno Parkis argusbly th cherry blossom rees.
These days, they draw crowds of over fwo
millon people every sprng;

Oder: Warm soup with various ypes of fsh
cakes (lsocalledader). Alsoofen ncldes
picesof daikon (radish) and mochi Kinchaks,

or pouches offried ofu skin with a bl of
e cake.
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TRANSLATION NOTES

uiog)

s The Japanese equivalent of M./ Mrs./Mis.
i situation cals for politeness, thi I the i
safehonorific

e Used mest often when refering to boys,
this indicates affection orfamiliarkty Occasionally
wsed by older men among ther peers, but it may
alibe used by anyone refering to. person.
ofowerstanding,

“char: Ansfectionate onarifcindicting
familarity used mostly Inreference o gil; lso
used in reference t cute prsons or animals
regarless o gender

~senset: A respectul termfor teachers, artists,

or ighlevelprofessionls.

No honorificIndicates familiarty or closeness;
ifused without permision o reason,addressng
someone inthis manner would b nterpreted ss
annsul or disespectul.

Genersl
Tokyo: Tokyo Babylon was set in modern-day
Tokyo atthetime frlesse,soll tatistcsand
landmarks reflect Tokyo inthe eaely 1990,

Onmyout Pracitioners of onmyoudo, they
‘were sad o specilize in magi and divination.
One of thee duties wasto keep lvllans safe from
vl spists.

‘Mantras: Onmyoudos a mix of many different
teachingsand pilosophie, inclaing Buddism.
‘The mantras sed n Tokyo Babylonare generally
based on Buddhist mantrss writen n Sanskrt

PAGEZ2
Peacock King:A manga sries by Makoto Ogino
about Kujakur  Buddhist monk who specialzed in
exorcism and hunting demons,

Teito Monogatari A novel b Hiroshi Arumata
about Yasunor Katou, an oni(ogre) and former
Heutenant of the mperial Jspanese Army. I's
regarded as one ofthe irst malnstream novels o
populrize onmyoudo n modernJapanese ction.

PAGE30
Disembodied spicts: Calld kiryou n Japanese,
theseare spirits who hav et the body of  iving
person to haunt other peopl o places.

PAGE 40
Ietan department store:Founded i th early
19005, the flagship stor in Shinjuku, Tokyo first
opened in 1933, They currently have ove ity
iferent locations worldwide

PAGE 4L
Teukumogam Thereare tales say thattoos
and householdcbjcts tht are used forane-
hundred years eceiv a soul and turn o
tsukumogami. They are saidtobe harmles,but
will sometimes hold a grudge i thrown away
thoughtlesly.

Yokat: Aterm that encompasss ghosts, spiris,
and creturesoffoldore.

“Unrest n Eastern Europe”: Thi kel refers
tothe dssalution of th Soviet Urion.

PaGE sz
Toleyo Tower: An conic landmark of Tokyo It
‘wasbult n 195 and remains a populr ourist
ttracion o this day. The dsign was inpired
by the Efe Tower n Paris.Tokyo Tower s
regarded as oneofthe symbols of the city and -
often festured insorisset n Tokyo.

PAGE S4.
Observation deck: Formerly clled

“Main Observatory” and "Specal Observatoy,”
the two abservaion lors are now rferred o
a5 the “Main Deck” and “Top Deck”

PAGEs7
MZA Ariake: An event facily that opened in
July 1568, 1 ws ser renamed Differ Ariske
and subsequently closed inJune 2018

PAGES9
Tokyo Metropolitan Government Building:
The set of the Tokyo Metropoltan Government.
1tislocatedinShinful and consists f three
separate structures. Like Tokyo Tower, it also
has two panoramic observation decks.Bulding
No.1 i thetllst f the three with  whopping.
forty-ight floors, and s currently the allet
ity haln the world.
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