








You

[
-
+
+

c

S

3




S

1
probably over

I




I believe
1 called
earlier...




T

e

m;lﬂﬁfq |
i

e

I know.
That was
just a




look like
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How
long ago
did this

When he
gets like
this, he'll
sleep for
two whole
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just

Well,
we're
going to let
him sleep for
now, okay?




After
all, there's
And there nothing really
are things wrong with it.
Things you can only Sleeping is
do while
sleeping.

you can wanderful.
only do
while

sleeping?

I'm
talking about
5 dreaming!
nh He might be
be okay, searching for
whatever something in
the cause his dreams.




reassuring

speech.

It'il be
okay

I
1t do
anything

!

woh

you when
he wakes
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You
left him
there.
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What
could have
caused h










Oh,
my sincere
apologies.

Hey there,
what's got
you S0

I've been
waiting for
you this
entire
time,

rd
Vi

{

{Grondpa.

It must've
taken quite
a lot of work
to get here!

I slept o
whole lot, so
everyone waos

worried.

/




must've come
here to do
something,

want one
t00?




the day
of the
funeral,

So,
what did
you come
here for?

I stepped
on a& snail.

But I
don't want
to go to
hell, so...







shouldn't
stay here
for too

But how'd
he even
find smokes
to bring
anyway ?




Take
care of
yourself.
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Guess
% this is the

I'm
sure
you'H
make
Ssome
friends
here.

This all
feels kinda
familiar...

Your
;
mom S

not sure




Hello,
my dear
friends...

Makiko,
the
principal ¥
in charge #
here. i
Nice to
meet




Okay,
everyone,
come
here!
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How many
Peopfe were
there in
your class,
Mato?

, T
/ The school \:
WwWaSs even
smaller than
I expected.
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I brought
that statue
from my
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I'm

sorry,
he must
have been

heavy
to carry
all this




the kids
from
school
even
brought
him all
the way
home.

for the
entire

wonder
if he's

dreaming
about
Some-—
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re good
at building
plastic models,

do something
about this!

right? Please

You




All that
happened...?

everyone
is sofe.
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That statue
is o precious
treasure 1

he's still
sleeping




Your
teacher
asked
me to put
the statue
here.
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Now, your
mom S gonna go ge
some sleep too
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Oh, to be
young
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You're so
good! You
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could have




at home
right now.
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your mom
at work?
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s RSO —

I brought
some food.

N

be alrig

if 1 played
violin at
school

e s T




Ard it
wsw‘{< I got to
buvent | eat some
todoy -




I'm
staying
after

Sorpy

go catch
ricefish
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Maybe
{l mak
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] She usually wa

,\ ! comes back a little |
e \ earlier than she /
says she will...
i 5
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Whatever,
it doesn't
matter
anyway...

'l
be back
Soon,

Rika.



Py

tomorrow:

Will she
be home
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Oh,
you're
her
father?!

Hmm...
Those two kids
sure have their

share of

worries.
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Since the
lost time
1 sow her

When 1 see
her, T just
want to be
with her
again even

g Well,

been a
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it's
bout

{ nine years
ose?

o

L

wanted

to see
her

sooner,




I just
tried too
hard...

still be
okay I
was So
busy.

1 worked
so hard
to support
myself...
aside from
playing
music,

private
lessons.

N\
Huh. So |
you were !

a musician? J '\\

just forcing her
to put up
with it.




we could

have been
together
just a




Oh! Plesse ¥
5Y
wake up.

o .teddy
bear
\ maker.

gote beeped | 2
when T went 4

through it... /
I'm so late!
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I threw my violin
into the river...

AT |

I've been
waiting for
you Mama, and
Papa too, ever
since I was two
years old...

I don't even
remember Papa |
anymore...




...Rika,
there's something
I want to show you. ‘
Will you come back |
home with me? |







The one
you have is

a smaller
child-sized

But

I was

ersion. /

N

thinking
this might
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It's
the sound

e
I'm sorry,

honey. Your \
mama will be
home with you
for a little
while.

E

we take E
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This is the story of Tonio,
from before they came to
meet Mato in "That Child"...






S
I'll take a 'U

i look at it later, |
so just leave &0




' give him
that shuji of
yours later,

father is
working

Come,
let's play

together again
today, young
master.




like papa
haos been
kind of
distant

It sorta
feels

like he's
avoiding
me or
somthing

you are
looking
more
ond more
like your
honorable
mother.




So perhaps

he can't alte puy
help but father looks
remember at you...
his dear

late wife.

well, Ll He did
whatever love: Ker so

the case very much.
may be...




Young
master,

it's time
for
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I know
all about
your mother, everything
your father. about you.
All your )
fears, too.

will find
< happiness.




I just
remembered
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But when
I look at that
child's face,
I can't help
but think...

he hadn't
ever been
born...

then

Franca
might
still be
alive.




have a child

decided that she

The Lady herself
wanted to
health was poor! You
were in favor of it

precisely because her

How pitiful
you look

‘__.




But
1 can toke
you to a

far—off
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but a devil

instead.
So what

will you

B

Apologies,
I cannot
bring your
mother




It's been
ages since
I've gotten my
hands on such
a young
soul.
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Was it all
a dream?







I'm sorry,
Tonio. I wanted
to rescue you

g‘:d' they ! Sooner So you
idn't get wouldn't
your soul, die...

at least.

been a long
time, hasn't it?
1 wish we could
stay together
ike this o
{ittle longer,

don't have
to bother
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He's been like
that ever since
you passed away.
All of the help
has quit, too.

or hear
me...



but I know
that he just
wanted all three
of us to live
together as
a family.

Get in
the cat
statue!
Hurry!!

Whot gy,
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what
your father
said was
horrible...
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Ahh...
it's my fault
you're crying,

isn't i?




able to
save
him.

wishes
to your
father...

A7
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Papa
gove
me a
ribbon!

Huh?
Didn't you
tell me to
get in this g

stotue, £

I guess
I've got
to go back




Papa
spent the
rest of
his days
writing
stories for
children.

cold today,
huh, Tonio?

1 was happy
to stay by
his side until
the very end.
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Oh, dear. =
So you don't
/A remember? /

y

You were
brought in
last night.

They said you

were suddenly

in pain.

You're

in front of
the fridge
yesterday,
) clutching your
stomach in
pain.

something




l.ll.lllml.l“
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2777 1 guess you
won't mind if I
give you this shot,
then. If you're

it will
hurt a
LOT.




tricked
me.

SO YOU
ate five
cartons
of ice
cream.

Well,
we all
have days
like that.

You
should be
fine but
rest for a

while longer







Yesterday
I was playing
with Mato—kun



stomachs
totally got
wrecked.

Okay, I've got
o patient to see,
So you all
play nice

now.




I'm all

Wait.

With all of better
us out sick, now, So

doesn't why can't
that mean I go to
school?

H
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amazing,
Yukie—

How did you
make this?

Dunno, 1
just kinda 5

did what




Better than
leaving

wanna go after
explore the we're
hospital? done
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Kinda

cramped
though,
huh?







just

Let's
go back to
our room
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Hold

up!
Some -

thing
weird is
going on

!;
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Your
friends
sure are
lively!
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We got

home ot PocroR
about -
eight 3 =)
that J
night.
WE
ARE
CISEDEE=—=
= < [l
() o
P L'
;
7




them you
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I'd slept so long
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forget class

today and
just go

jump in the




The double
pencil® is
complete.

carving o
Single pencil

Totally
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Amazing.
So cool.
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me Outta
here.
Please...
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So you'r'e
saying this
"Mi-chan"
was the one
who buried
you?

Let's take a
look. I'm sure
we can find your
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A(w::ys be

when
dealing with

coreful

fire.




What
kinda
person is
"Mi-chan",
anyway ?

We always
used to play
together.




is

Mi-chan
giant fish?
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Delicious inEvery wayl |+

SEAFOCD RESTAURANT

‘3 ok 2
o B B well, it is

Coming up "”"}lﬁkm bls but I
~| don't think
that's it.
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sun-
flower




-chan's
house.




We
gotta
hurry!
The sun's
gonna
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Your tears
are threatening
rain in my
heart, too.

cry, little
boy. Here,
I put out
the fire.




look at

i \,







After school
oll the kids
would hang out
and play in the

Long ago,

I was a
student ot the
neighboring
town's school.
Probably the

schoolyard... 5. ‘ ” 28, . same school

the games
I played
were o little
ifferent from
the other

just up and

¢ take the old

kinds of tools my dad

experi— B collected
ments.




carried
this
little guy
around
with me

every-—
where 1
A\ went.

I was daing
experiments
like always.




to speak
all at once.

I was so

frightened

I thought
oybe it wos
some kind of
divine punishment
for all the plants
I had used in
experiments.

corner
of the
play=

ground.

all of the
flowers
around

straight
home,

thinking

long and
hard.

| morning
I got up
early...



I wos never
oble to face
this lamp
again until

I think
I was probably
afraid to face
my owhn
cruelty.

the flowers
didn't speak to
me anymore,
but...

Partly due
to the scary
memories,
but... that day
I buried more
than just the
lamp.




to hear how
you found this
lamp and

brought it
all the way

lot of that
story might

be hard to
explain,

I think
so, if we
added
some oil,




Wow! It
worked!

experiments

after that

. But
mare like... ; . I wasn't
I started to g "playing with
think T wanted kL the lives of
to "help life mi— | ARG f others” like
flourish”. ' _____-_1—,_1 before.




And it's
all thanks
to this little
lamp that

my whole
outlook
changed.

V I never U
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make (
% mistokes! N
““ W Probably



Even
if your
passion
is a little
different
than every—
body else's,
even if it's
a little
scary at
times..

Do
you have
anything

making such
o racket?
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ama

kun's nose
1

wan t stop

running...

the middle

any patients
oday, |
oyway:
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