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Honorifics Explained

Throughout the Kodansha Comics books, you will find Japanese
honorifies left intact in the translations. For those not familiar with
how the Japanese use honorifics and, more important, how they dif-
fer from American honorifics, we present this brief overview.

Politeness has always been a critical facet of Japanese culture.
Ever since the feudal era, when Japan was a highly stratified soc-
ety, use of honorifics—which can be defined as polite speech that
indicates relationship or status—has played an essential role in
the Japanese language. When addressing someone in Japanese, an
honorific usually takes the form of a suffix attached 1o one’s name
(example: "Asuna-san"), is used as a title at the end of one’s name,
or appears in place of the name irself (example: “Negi-sensei.” or
simply *Senseil").

Honorifics can be expressions of respect or endearment. In the
context of manga and anime, honorifics give insight into the nature
of the relationship between characters. Many English translations
leave out these important honorifics and thercfore distort the feel
of the original Japanese. Because Japanese honorifics contain nu-
ances that English honorifics lack, it is our policy at Kodansha Com-
ics not 1o translate them, Here, instead, is a guide to some of the
honorifics you may encounter in Kodansha Comics books.

-san:  This is the most common honorific and is equivalent to
Mr., Miss, Ms., Mrs. It is the all-purpose honorific
and can be used in any situation where politeness is
required.

~sama: This is one level higher than "-san” and is used to confer.
great respect.

~dono: This comes from the word “tono," which means "lord."
Itis an even higher level than *-sama’ and confers
utmost respect.

kun:  This suffix is used at the end of boys’ names to express
familiarity or endearment. It is also sometimes used
by men among friends, or when addressing someone
younger o of a lower station.

v
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~chan;

Bozu:

Sempai/Senpai:

Kohai:

sensel:

~Iblankl:

This is used to express endearment, mostly toward
girls. 1t is also used for little boys, pets, and
even among lovers. It gives a sense of childish
cuteness.

“This is an informal way o refer to a boy, similar
1o the English terms "kid" and “squirt.”

This title suggests that the addressee is one’s
senlor in a group o organization. It is most often
used in a school setting, where underclassmen
refer to their upperclassmen as "sempai.” It can
also be used in the workplace, such as when a
newer employee addresses an employee who has
seniority in the company.

“This is the opposite of “sempai” and is used
toward underclassmen in school or newcomers in
the workplace. It connotes that the addressee is of
alower station.

Literally meaning “one who has come before,” this
title is used for teachers, doctars, or masters of
any profession or art

This is usually forgotten in these lists, but it is
perhaps the most significant difference between
Japanese and English. The lack of honorific means
that the speaker has permission to address the
person ina very intimate way. Usually, only
family, spouses, or very close friends have this
kind of permission. Known as yobisute, it can

be gratifying when someone who has earned the
intimacy starts to call one by one’s name without
an honorific. But when that intimacy hasn't been
earned, it can be very insulting.
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Shuso Charal volume 1 15 a work of hetion, Names, characters, places, and
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[STOP!]

You're going the wrong way!

Manga is a completely
different type of reading
experience.

To start at the beginning,
go to the end!

That's right! Authentic manga is read the traditional Japanese
way—from right to left. Exactly the opposite of how American
books are read. I easy 10 follow: Just g0 1o the other end of the
book, and read each page—and cach panel—from right side to left
side, starting at the top right. Now you're experiencing manga as it
was meant to bel
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answering:
s PERCH-PIT-sensei a man or a woman?

¢ UL, gues you can call us women. Yeah, biologi-

cally speaking, we're..probably women. Both of is.
How do you draw manga together?
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Translation Notes

Japanese s a tricky language for most Westerners, and translation s often more:
art than science. For your edification and reading pleasure, here are notes on
some of the places where we could have gone in a dierent direction with our
translation of the work. or where a Japanese culural referenceis used,

Mushi Champ, page 3

“This name i a play on Mushi Kins. a game
by Sega that combines trading card and
video gameplay. s very popular among
young boys in Japan, because the game
features mushi. o bugs such as beetles
and stag beetles.

Kanto-area schools, page 7

; £ ste's

=3 Gora 3 The boy s referring fo schools n the
$ cntie 1) repitation$ area surrounding and including Tokyo,
ekl &

s K.?l';’ which s known a the “Kano ara.
‘3 ’

Bonjour and Je t'aime, page 10

Amu's classmates are imagining that
Amu probably has a super-cool French
boylriend. It s typical of Japanese gils
(and women) to think another girl is
awesome if she's dating a foreigner.
Bonjour means "hello,”and je taime
means " love you' in French.
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About the Creators
PEACH-PITs
Banri Sendo, born on June 7th

Shibuko Ebara, born on June 2ist ey
We both are Gemini. We're a pair of manga artists.

Sendo enjoys sweets, but Ebara prefers spicy food. Our favorite
animals are cats and rabbits, and our recent habbies are making

the ultimate ajitama and doing fingernail art
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Kamenashi-kun, Akanishi-kun, and Yamapi, page 121

‘These are all names of popular dol singers in Japan. Kamenashi-kun and Akanishi-
kun are from the same group of six known as KAT-TUN. They are known for look-
ing alke, so that it would be tough for a non-fan to tll them apart. Tomohisa
Yamashita, also known as Yamapi, is another pop idol.

Dollies, page 132

Inthe Japanese version,
when Am frstsces the
Guardian Characters
she yells “Sugoil” which
in this case s smilar to
yelling "Wow!" In the
original Japanese, i’s
writien in a “baby talk”
style, making it "Shu-
<oil”Since the Japanese.
name of the series is
Shuso Charal, which
means "Guardian Characters,” the characters think Ami is mispronouncing their
name. twas difficult o find an equivalent fo this pun in English, 5o we went
with “dolles.” which Is something a 3-year old would say, but also something the
Guardian Characters most certainly are not.

Fugashi, page 174

Fugashi is an old-fashioned Japanese snack made with gluten and flour and
then baked and covered with black sugar. It was popular before the 1980s in
Japan.

Ajitama, page 192

Ajtama can be translated to “llavored eggs,” which are boiled eges made when
boiled in flavored soup. They sell them at certain markets, but since they are
easy 1o make, it seems PEACH-PIT i trying 1o make the “ultimate flavored one.”
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“Can I call you
Amu-chan?” page 63

InJapan, before you get 10 know
someone a it betier, 1 is

most acceptable to call a person
by their family name, such as
Hinamori-san. This irl wans 1o
feel closer 10 Amu so she is asking
permission to call her by her first

1hougit

(o\E]

Burglar Alarm, page 113

Amu s holding a ltle plastic

burglar alarm that young children

and women commonly carry

when going out These alarms are | 32 513y

avay from

usually round devices on a sirap, | me, weds! |

with astring hanging out i press
ihasting hangingout from | Mress,

the other side. When you pull out | " gt

the string, a loud alarm sounds.

“There are also some kinds of

burglar alarms that are shaped

like cartoon characters.

get al the

Chin, ton, chan, page 16

Chin. ton. and chan are three sounds the Japanese use to augment moves ina
dance.It's nothing specific 1o any dance; i’ just a way of singing a rhythm.
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