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Honorifics Explained

Throughout the Kodansha Comics books, you will find Japanese
honorifics left intact in the translations. For those not familiar with
how the Japanese use honorifics and, more important, how they dif-
fer from American honorifics, we present this brief overview.

Politeness has always been a critical facet of Japanese culture,
Ever since the feudal era, when Japan was a highly stratified soci-
ety, use of honorifics—which can be defined as polite speech that
indicates relationship or status—has played an essential role in
the Japanese language. When addressing someone in Japanese, an
honorific usually takes the form of a suffix attached to one’s name
(example: “Asuna-san"), is used as a title at the end of one’s name,
or appears in place of the name itself (example: "Negi-sensei,” or
simply "Senseil").

Honorifics can be expressions of respect or endearment. In the
context of manga and anime, honorifcs give insight into the nature
of the relationship between characters. Many English translations
leave out these important honorifics and therefore distort the feel
of the original Japanese. Because Japanese honorifics contain nu-
ances that English honorifics lack, it is our policy at Kodansha Com-
ics not 1o translate them. Here, instead. is a guide to some of the
honorifics you may encounter in Kodansha Comics books.

-san:  This is the most common honorific and is equivalent to
Mr., Miss, Ms., Mrs. 1L is the all-purpose honorific
and can be used in any situation where politeness is
required.

~sama: This is one level higher than *-san’ and is used to confer.
great respect.

~dono: This comes from the word “tono," which means "lord."
Itis an even higher level than “-sama’ and confers
utmost respect.

kun:  This suffix is used at the end of boys’ names to express
familiarity or endearment. Itis also sometimes used
by men among friends, or when addressing someone
younger or of a lower station.
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Bou,

Sempai/Senpal

Koha

Sensel:

Iblankl

This is used to express endearment, mostly
toward girls. It s also used for little boys, pets,
and even among lovers. It gives a sense of childish
cuteness.

“This is an informal way to refer 0 a boy, similar to
the English terms "kid" and "squirt.”

This title suggests that the addressee is one’s.
senior in a group or organization. It is most often
used in a school setting, where underclassmen
refer to their upperclassmen as "sempai.” It can
also be used in the workplace, such as when a
newer employee addresses an employee who has
seniority in the company.

This is the opposite of “sempal® and is used
toward underclassmen in school or newcomers in
the workplace. It connotes that the addressee is
of a lower station,

Literally meaning “one who has come before,” this
title is used for teachers, doctors, or masters of
any profession or art.

“This is usually forgotten in these lists, but it is
perhaps the most significant difference between
Japanese and English. The lack of honorific means
that the speaker has permission (o address the.
person In a very intimate way. Usually, only
family, spouses, or very close friends have this
Kind of permission. Known as yobiaute. it can

be gratifying when someone who has earned the
intimacy starts to call one by one’s name without
an honorific. But when that intimacy hasn't been
earned, it can be very insulting.
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[STOP!]

You're going the wrong way!

Manga is a completely
different type of reading
experience.

To start at the beginning,
go to the end!

That's right! Authentic manga is read the traditional Japanese
way—from right to left. Exactly the opposite of how American
books are read. Its easy to follow: Just go to the other end of the
book, and read each page—and each panel—from right side to left
side, starting at the top right. Now you're experiencing manga as it
was meant to bel
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Red shoes, page 154

The Character i making an alusion 0 The Red Shoes by Hans Christan
Andersen. 11 s astory about  vain girlwho was force o dance in hr red shoes
unilshe couldn't bear it anymore and had 10 chop offher fee. The moral o the
story s to ot be so vain
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Please check our website
(www.kodanshacomics.com) for information
about Shugo Chara! volume 3.

Don't miss it!
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Enka, page 46

Enkaisa form of Japanese music that s similar 0 country music in the United
tates It grew out of the democratic rights moverment, When poltical specches
were punished in late ninetcenth century Japan, political criicisms were voiced
instead in the form of song. n present day: enka just refers o songs about
certain themes such as the ocean, wornen, sake, tears, and goodbyes. In order
o keep the Japanese style, most enka singers wear traditional clothing when
performing

7
Youcan'ty”  what

Vl;lhuh; My decide the...? You
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Kimono, page 51

Akimono s a piece of raditional Japanese clothing that looks like a robe. You
wrap t around your body and tie a beltlike, long piece of cloth around it to
keep itin place.
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Translation Notes

Japanese is a icky language for most Westerners, and translaton i often more
art than science. For your edifcation and reading pleasure here are notes on
some ofthe places where we could have gone in a diferent direction in our
translation of the work, or where a Japanese cultural reference is used.

Himamori-
san, was it?

Hima, page 24
“This is a pun. Hima means “having spare tine.” Hima sounds like "Hina.” the frst
w0 sylables of Amir's sumame, and Yo will continue calling her “Himamori-
san' to belitle her.
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Konnyaku, page nz
Kennyakiis a type of food in Japan made out of yams. 1€ like geatin but much
fimer, and it tastes a e ke seaweed. Since i has 1o calories but s high n -
ber, s often eaten as diet food. Like yaya. many use it o scare others because
in the dark.a chilled konnyaku feels slippery and pretty gross.
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Zazen, page 90

Zazenis the actof sitting and opering the hand of thought. It s Zen Buddhist
practice. The term zazen ltrally means“sated metation.” It cams the body
and mind o lead the meditator to eiighicnment
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Continued in volume 3
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# +
About the Creators p{x. 2 K
+ +
PEACH-PIT s M +
+ +
Bani Sendo, born on June 7th i +
+ +
Shibuko Ebara, born on June 2ist b :

e
We both are Gemini. We're a pair of manga
artists. Sendo enjoys sweets, but Ebara prefers spicy food. Our
favorite animals are cats and rabbits, and our recent hobbies are.
making the ultimate ajitama and doing fingernail ar.
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@t Who's your Favorite character?

At That’s a hard question. | ke all the characters, but maybe my Favorie would
be Am-chan?

@2: How do you come up with the fashions n the manga?
D you wear bhe Kind of clothes Ami-chan wears?

A2: We design th cloties by Keeping up with what people n the city wear, what:
sells ak stores, and what’s i the fashion magazines. s for the clothes during
Character Transformati

— 7o Be Continued
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