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~chan,

Bo,

Sempai/
Senpai

Koha:

Sensel

[blankl

This is used to express endearment, mostly
toward girls. It s also used for little boys, pets,
and even among lovers. It gives a sense of childish
cuteness.

This is an informal way to refer 0 a boy, similar to
the English terms “kid” and “squirt.”

This title suggests that the addressee is one’s
senior in a group or organization. It is most often
used in a school setting, where underclassmen
refer to their upperclassmen as "sempai.” It can
also be used in the workplace, such as when a
newer employee addresses an employee who has
seniority in the company.

This is the opposite of “sempai” and is used
toward underclassmen in school or newcomers in
the workplace. It connotes that the addressce is
of a lower station.

Literally meaning "one who has come before,” this
title is used for teachers, doctors, or masters of
any profession or art.

This is usually forgotten in these lists, but itis
perhaps the most significant difference between
Japanese and English. The lack of honorific means
that the speaker has permission to address the
person in a very intimate way. Usually, only
family, spouses, or very close friends have this
kind of permission. Known as yobisute. it can

be gratifying when someone who has earned the
intimacy starts to call one by one’s name without
an honorific. But when that intimacy hasn't been
earned, it can be very insulting.
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Honorifics Explained

Throughout the Kodansha Comics books, you will find Japanese
honorifes left intact in the translations. For those not familiar with
how the Japanese use honorifics and, more important, how they dif-
fer from American honorifics, we presen this brief overview.

Politeness has always been a critical facet of Japanese culture,
Ever since the feudal era, when Japan was a highly stratified soc-
ety, use of honorifics—which can be defined as polite speech that
indicates relationship or status—has played an essential role in
the Japanese language. When addressing someone in Japanese, an
honorific usually takes the form of a suffix attached to one’s name
(example: “Asuna-san"), is used as a title at the end of one’s name,
or appears in place of the name itself (example: "Negi-sensei,” or
simply “Senseil").

Honorifics can be expressions of respect o endearment. In the
context of manga and anime, honorifics give insight into the nature
of the relationship between characters. Many English translations
leave out these important honorifics and therefore distort the feel
of the original Japanese. Because Japanese honorifics contain nu-
ances that English honorifics lack, it is our policy at Kodansha Com-
ics not 1o translate them. Here, instead. is a guide to some of the
honorifics you may encounter in Kodansha Comics books.

-san:  This is the most common honorific and is equivalent to
Mr., Miss, Ms., Mrs. It s the all-purpose honorific
and can be used in any situation where politeness is
required.

~sama: This is one level higher than "-san” and is used to confer.
great respect.

~dono: This comes from the word “tono," which means "lord."
Itis an even higher level than “-sama’ and confers
utmost respect.

kun:  This suffix s used at the end of boys’ names 1o express
familiarity or endearment. It is also sometimes used
by men among friends, or when addressing someone
younger or of a lower station.

v
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Translation Notes

Japanese i aticky language for most Westerners, and translaton i often more
artthan science. For your edifcation and reading pleasure, here are notes on
some of the places where we could have gone in a different direction in our-
translation of the work, or where a Japanese cultural reference is used.

Hima, page 6
‘This is a pun. Hima means “having spare time.” Hima sounds like "Hina,” and
Youreplaces it when he calls Amu by her last name. He sarted doing his ina

previous volume and will continue to call her "Himamori-san 1o belitle her. On
page 66, he finally call her by her real name.
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[STOP!]

You're going the wrong way!

Manga is a completely
different type of reading
experience.

To start at the beginning,
go to the end!

That's right! Authentic manga is read the traditional Japanese
way—from right to left. Exactly the opposite of how American
books are read. Its easy to follow: Just go to the other end of the
book, and read each page—and each panel—from right side to left
side, starting at the top right. Now you're experiencing manga as it
was meant to bel
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