
    
      
    

    


  


    
      
    

    


  


    
      
    

    
hen putting together
Chainmail Bikini, I had two goals. One
was to collect comics by an outstanding group of female
artists about games and what they mean to us. The other was to
celebrate the experience of women gamers, at a time when our
presence in gaming culture is consistently marginalized.
The term “gamer” encompasses players of all sorts of games, from
video games to Dungeons & Dragons to LARPing. What ties all these
games together, and separates them from games like checkers or
football? In my view, the common element is that of taking on a
character and entering another reality. The comics in
Chainmail Biki-
ni explore why we’re drawn to these fantasy worlds, and what roles
they serve in our real lives.
It shouldn’t be controversial for women to have an equal say as
players, makers, and critics of games. Too many men see these
games as their exclusive domain, and act out the same old sexism
that’s already prevalent in the real world. To play a game is to vol-
untarily take on a challenge, for fun. No one should be additionally
challenged because of their gender.
It has been my great pleasure to work with the cartoonists, writ-
ers, and illustrators who contributed their comics to
Chainmail Biki-
ni. This anthology encompasses what we love about games, and our
ideas to make them better.
Hazel Newlevant, Editor

  


    
      
    

    
A Certain Kind of Story 2
by Molly Ostertag
Let Me Do It 6
by Sara Goetter
Choose Your Own Adventure 10
by Rachel Ordway
Better Together 13
by Hazel Newlevant
Reticulating Splines 19
by Amanda Scurti
Poppy the Gnome and Friends! 24
by Katie Longua
Tales of the Crystals 29
written by anna anthropy, illustrated by Jeremy Boydell
Gamer Grrrl 35
written by Kae Kelly-Colon, illustrated by June Vigants
Pocket Worlds 39
by Anna Rose
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by Kori Michele Handwerker
Delicious Escapism 47
by Sarah Winifred Searle
Battle for Amtgard 53
by Maggie Siegel-Berele
LAIR 58
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by MK Reed
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by Kinoko Evans
Pretty Paladin Critical Missy 75
by Becca Hillburn
Rush of Blood 81
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Three Weekends a Year 89
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I Choose You 94
written by merritt kopas, illustrated by Mia Schwartz

    
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
    

  


    
      
    

    
Absolute Dominion 95
by Diana Nock
A Kind of Magic 105
by Liane Pyper
The Natural 110
by Sarah Stern
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by Laura Lannes
Memoir of a Part-Time Knight 124
by Yao Xiao
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Dream Suite 141
by Megan Brennan
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anna anthropy
auntiepixelante.com
anna anthropy is a play designer, historian, and thirty-year-old
teenage witch.
Jeremy Boydell
slimgiltsoul.tumblr.com
Jeremy Boydell is a freelance illustrator and comic book artist
working in London.
Caitlin Rose Boyle
sadsadkiddie.com
Caitlin Rose Boyle makes comics, illustrations, tiny video games,
& short animations whenever she manages to put down her 3DS.
She’s currently developing an animated short for Nickelodeon.
Megan Brennan
megan-brennan.com
Megan Brennan is an artist from New Jersey who draws a bunch
of comics for the internet. As a kid, she thought Pikachu was
pretty annoying.
Buntoo
bun-too.com
Drawing and gaming since childhood.
“You know the down in Phoenix Down? It’s DOWN... like feathers!
Wow!!”
Kate Craig
katecraig.net
Kate Craig lives in Canada and makes game art, short comics,
and grows raspberries.
Natalie Dupille
thefeministbakery.com
Natalie Dupille is a cartoonist who hails from Seattle but calls
her backpack home. Her most current project is an illustrated
travelogue of her adventures through Oceania and beyond.
Kinoko Evans
kinokogallery.com
Kinoko Evans is an illustrating, cartooning printmaker
in love with research and drawing.
Sara Goetter
sgoetter.com
Sara Goetter currently lives in Pennsylvania. She loves drawing
comics about monsters and magic and getting into adventures.
Kori Michele Handwerker
korimichele.com
Kori Michele is a watercolorist & the author of the
Prince of Cats
webcomic. Their current work, which includes various anthology
comics & zines, focuses on transgender & nonbinary identities.

    
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
    

  


    
      
    

    
Miranda Harmon
mirandaharmon.com
Miranda Harmon is 22 years old and has spent most of her life in
Florida. She currently studies at the Sequential Artists Workshop
in Gainesville, where she makes comics and hangs with alligators.
Becca Hillburn
nattosoup.tumblr.com
Becca Hillburn is a comic artist and illustrator living in Nashville,
TN. When not behind the artist alley table, she’s drawing comics.
Hellen Jo
helllllen.org
Hellen Jo is a cartoonist, illustrator, and Bay Area native living in
Los Angeles, California.
Kae Kelly-Colon
Kae Kelly-Colon is a twenty-two year old femmegender writer &
musician. “Gamer Grrrl” is just one of the many pieces Kae has
worked on that focus on newer gender identities.
merritt kopas
mkopas.net
merritt kopas is a designer dreaming of more compassionate & human
forms of digital play. She runs the alternative games website forest
ambassador & is the editor of
Videogames for Humans.
Laura Lannes
lauralannes.com
Laura is an illustrator and cartoonist from Rio de Janeiro, Brazil,
living in New York City. She studied illustration at the School of
Visual Arts. Her comic got a good review on The Comics Journal.
Jade F. Lee
www.jadefenglee.com
Jade often draws from childhood experiences. Video games were
an important part of that childhood, and a big influence on her
artistic style. She is currently playing and loving Child of Light.
Katie Longua
klongua.com
Katie Longua is an illustrator, Pokémon master, and creator
of the award-winning mini-comic series RÖK. She has played
the role of Poppy with her D&D group for over 3 years.
Jane Mai
janemai.com
Nobody knows who or what Jane Mai is.
Annie Mok
heyanniemok.tumblr.com
Annie Mok studied comics at the Minneapolis College of Art and
Design and lives in West Philly. She received a 2014 Transformation
Award from the Leeway Foundation.

    
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
    

  


    
      
    

    
Hazel Newlevant
newlevant.com
Hazel draws and publishes comics about cuties, music, and gender.
Her work has been awarded the Xeric Grant and the Prism Comics
Queer Press Grant.
Diana Nock
intrepidgirlbot.com
Diana is a reclusive cartoonist, typically found hunched over her
drawing tablet in her Minneapolis burrow. She somehow makes a
living on comics, which is lucky, since she went to art school.
Rachel Ordway
rachelordway.com
A freelance cartoonist and SCAD alum who enjoys drawing more
than eating, to her stomach’s dismay. She self-publishes minicomics
and is a regular contributor to “The Line It Is Drawn.”
Molly Ostertag
mollyostertag.com
Molly Ostertag graduated from the School of Visual Arts in 2014.
She makes comics with a focus on powerful women of all kinds, and
draws the webcomic
Strong Female Protagonist.
Aatmaja Pandya
aatmajapandya.com
Aatmaja Pandya is a cartoonist & illustrator from New York!
Her favorite game is The Legend of Zelda: Majora’s Mask, but the
Paper Mario soundtrack will always be her greatest weakness.
Carey Pietsch
careydraws.com
Carey Pietsch is a cartoonist & illustrator based out of
Philadelphia, currently illustrating the Adventure Time comic
Marceline Gone Adrift. She’s into stories about magic and empathy.
Liane Pyper
leepart.tumblr.com
A recent graduate of Northern Michigan University’s Illustration
program, Liane hails from the peninsula of Michigan that’s just like
Skyrim, except without the dragons.
MK Reed
mkreed.com
MK Reed is the author of
Americus &
The Cute Girl Network, from
First Second. She writes & draws
About A Bull, a comic adaptation
of the Táin Bó Cúailnge. MK plays 1eAD&D & is a 5th level cleric.
Anna Rose
astralrejection.com
Anna Rose is an illustrator. Her favorite game is is Harvest Moon:
Back to Nature and her favorite food is a cheeseburger.
Mia Schwartz
super-villain.org
Mia graduated from SVA recently and now lives in Queens. She
asked for Harvest Moon 64 for her 10th birthday expressly
because your character could date girls.

    
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
    

  


    
      
    

    
Amanda Scurti
amandascurti.com
Amanda Scurti is an illustrator, cartoonist, and colorist from Long
Island, NY. She has been a casual gamer since childhood, and still
wishes for a life cheat as valuable as rosebud;!;!;! (ad infinitum).
Sarah Winifred Searle
swinsea.com
Sarah hails from spooky New England, where she makes comics
and lives with the love of her life, Kitty.
Maggie Siegel-Berele
maggiesiegelberele.com
Maggie is a Brooklyn based cartoonist and gamer. She has been
a part time Druid for the last decade. She graduated from the
School for Visual Arts in 2011 and currently works at Marvel.
Jasmine Silver
oohsilver.com
Although hand-lettering is her first love, Jasmine’s practice
is influenced by permaculture traditions because designing with
dirt can help change the world.
Elizabeth Simins
eliz.abeth.net
Elizabeth Simins is an artist & illustrator living in Portland with
her two fluffy cats, Link & Zora. She makes comics about games,
girlhood, and the apocalypse (usually not at the same time).
Sera Stanton
serastanton.tumblr.com
Sera Stanton is an illustrator, printmaker, comics artist
and editor and living in Portland, Oregon. Her work reveals
a not-so-faraway land of daydreams and challenges.
Sarah Stern
sarahstern.com
Sarah Stern is an artist and writer from New York. She is
completing an MFA in Sequential Art at SCAD, and spends most
of her time making stories about teamwork and wizards.
June Vigants
junevigants.com
June Vigants is a comic artist, illustrator & musician who
graduated from the School of Visual Arts in 2014. June loves
ren fairs, D&D, and monsters—an enduring theme of their work.
Yao Xiao
yaoxiaoart.com
Yao Xiao is a New York-based artist. A native from Tianjin, China,
Xiao has been living in the States for 9 years. Her work explores
foreigner identity, adolescent memories & surreal fantasies.
Sophie Yanow
sophieyanow.com
Sophie Yanow grew up in Northern California. Then she moved to a
place where they actually have winter and realized how good she
had it.

    
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
    

  


    
      
    

    
Special thanks to Anita Sarkeesian for being an inspiration to this
project with her thought-provoking criticism and tireless work in
support of gaming gender equality, to Robin Enrico for the fan-
tastic Kickstarter video, to Molly Ostertag for her support and
sage advice, to George O’Connor for being the #1 fan, to Charles
Mudd for sharing his love of gaming with the next generation, and
to all our backers on Kickstarter, who trusted in our vision and
made this book possible.
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Hazel draws and publishes comics about cuties, music, and gender.
Her work has been awarded the Xeric Grant and the Prism Comics
Queer Press Grant.
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A freelance cartoonist and SCAD alum who enjoys drawing more
than eating, to her stomach’s dismay. She self-publishes minicomics
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control group
all damn day.

If Aperture stayed afloat despite Cave's style of RN RV LENTIVE LT RO R R I TS oV
management, it was surely due fo Caroline's name on the plaaue underneath it.
work backstage.

Yes, of
course
we'll
install
ramps

Kevin, don't
sue. Just
come back.

CAVE JOHNSON e

He didn't
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I play a ranger.
This newer character,
I was a bard she’s a loyal spy for
some years back, Queen Adelaide.
but she was Killed
in a hillside
skirmish.

Our story’s
been going
on for the
last three
years, give

She sends me on missions, I bring
her news from the front and gossip
for blackmail.

Last year I stopped a plot Z,
against her life - it was a
really good story arc.
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.hang \h
there,
peach,
Ty

* *
i O‘Oj—mga pandqq .

1'd be +he first
to admit +hat’s the

reason [ pla y.

everything about booting vp

a game is soothing to me.

I can focus on something
immediate , with a goal
Iknow I can acheive.

ond I'll refuento real i
eventvally .
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LA\R GAVE SOME THING
TO EVERYONE — AN EP\C
ROLE TO PLAY \N THE
CULMINATION OF CAMP —
WATHOUT TAKING \TSELF
Too SERVOLSLY.

secx ball
spen-

AND FOR ME, THERE N
WAS \TS DRAW: “
ACCESS\B\\L\TY. VT WAS
BV, A LARPING GAME THAY
Sy ALLOWED ANNONE AND
" EVVERYONE TO CONTRIBRUTE]
NO MATTER WHAT MYTRICAL
REALMS CROSSED.

wart
covet

4,9 Hee + fecns !
79 everywhel H 3

| WE eACH BECAME
HEROES AND VILLAINS
AND HELD ON TO THE
MAG\C OF SUMMER FOR
ONE LAST AFTERNOON
/ BEFORE SAYING OUR

Goooneb@

VCAN'T SAY TRS
EXPER\ENCE WAS
MADE Me A L\FE-
LONG LARPER, BUT |
CAN SAY | GET T NOW,
TYE OSTUMES THE
HYPE - BUT MoOSTLY
Now \ Jus—r ,S
PLAY A LoOT Zi
OF MUNCHKIN, &"

END!,
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ALRIGHT BUEBADDY,

PREPARE TO 8l
CEP?JSEHE%. = YOU'RE GONNA

&0 OVER
EASY. <2

WHO'S LAUGHING NOW,
BUTTBEAR?

MY ADAPTABLE
TECHNIQUE AND
AGILE STRIKE KEEP
ME ONE STEP AHEAD!

« MY CONFIDENT
R STRIKES NEVER MISS!
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OH, NO. LAST TIME
YOU MADE A GHOUL,
YOU KILLED HIM!

HIS HEART WAS I'LL DO BETTER
BEATING TOO LOUD! THIS TIME!

\

™ REVOK\NG
YOUR GHOUL

GIVE SOMEONE
I COULDN'T ELSE A CHANCE.
USE MY VAMPIR\C|
SUPER HEARING!

WELL, SAVANNAH CAN'T DO IT.
HER CHARACTER ONLY SPEAKS
IN SHAKESPEARE!

WHEN THE

WIND 15
SOUTHERLY,
T KNOW A
HAWK FROM
A HANDSAW.

YA KNOW, HAZEL, YOU'RE

NOT REALLY SUPPOSED TO
LOOK AT OTHER PLAYERS'
A CHARACTER SHEETS.

AND YOU DON'T HAVE TO YOU CAN DO PLENTY OF
PICK UP A GHOUL, YOU

OVERPOWERING WHEN WE
CAN OVERPOWER THEM

GET TO THE SABBAT
AND ENSLAVE THEM. HAVEN, OKAY?
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 MaGIC TORC.

BERIND  THIg
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I soon preferred forums,
‘where I had time to plot
complex arcs and revise my
writing before sharing.

Practicing storytelling in
an environment that offered
constant feedback became
really important to me.

I even lucked out enough
to Find one site populated by
others who took their craft
as seriously as their gaming.

It hasn't always
been a place I've
fit in, though.

I'm excited to make this

comic, but I don’t think

1'd actually recommend
my site to readers.

You know,
Kori.

It's..nota
safe space.

Then that’s
something you
should probably talk
about, isn’t it?
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LET ME DO IT & were

“I'VE WD VIPED GAMES FoR ABOUT AS LonG As I CAN MY SISTER WAS WAY BETTER
REMEMBER. WHENEVER MY OLDER SISTER AND I WENT To THAN ME AT IT, 50 T WOULD
MY DAD'S HOUSE WE WoULD PLAY ON THE SNES TOGETHER. TUST WATCH IN Awe A LOT.

TAREPIS (¢
— sk
i e

“THATWAS NOT THE

WD WITH MY
LITTLE SISTER
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N Miranda Harmon

mirandaharmon.com

Miranda Harmon is 22 years old and has spent most of her life in
Florida. She currently studies at the Sequential Artists Workshop
in Gainesville, where she makes comics and hangs with alligators.

Becca Hillburn

nattosoup.tumblr.com

Becca Hillburn is a comic artist and illustrator living in Nashville,
TN. When not behind the artist alley table, she's drawing comics.

Hellen Jo

helllllen.org

Hellen Jo is a cartoonist, illustrator, and Bay Area native living in
Los Angeles, California.

Kae Kelly-Colon
kae Kelly-Colon is a twenty-two year old femmegender writer &
musician. “Gamer Grrrl” is just one of the many pieces Kae has
worked on that focus on newer gender identities.

merritt kopas

mkopas net.

merritt kopas is a designer dreaming of more compassionate & human
forms of digital play. She runs the alternative games website forest
ambassador & is the editor of Videogames for Humans,

Laura Lannes
lauralannes.com

Laura is an illustrator and cartoonist from Rio de Janeiro, Brazil,
living in New York City. She studied illustration at the School of
Visual Arts. Her comic got a good review on The Comics Journal

Jade F. Lee

wuww jadefenglee.com

Jade often draws from childhood experiences. Video games were
an important part of that childhood, and a big influence on her

artistic style. She is currently playing and loving Child of Light.

Katie Longua

klongua.com

Katie Longua is an illustrator, Pokémon master, and creator
of the award-winning mini-comic series ROK. She has played
the role of Poppy with her D&D group for over 3 years.

Jane Mai

anemai.com
Nobody knows who or what Jane Mai is.

Annie Mok
heyanniemok.tumblr.com

Annie Mok studied comics at the Minneapolis College of Art and
Design and lives in West Philly. She received a 2014 Transformation
Award from the Leeway Foundation
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WE TALKED ABOUT THIS,
ANAHITA

WHY THE HECK
DIDON'T YOU HEAL WHEN WE
ASKED YOU TO?!

WHAT’S THE POINT OF
GETTING YOU FAVORED
SOUL IF YOU'RE JUST
GOING TO BASH ENEMIES
WITH YOUR WAND?

YOU PROMISED YOU'D TAKE THE
GAME SERIOUSLY THIS TIME!

WHEN YOU ROLL A CLERIC,
YOU'RE SUPPOSED TO HEAL
YOUR TEAMMATES!

YOU'RE SUPPOSED TO USE THAT
INITIATIVE ROLL TO 8UFF
YOUR TEAMMATES!
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THIS WAS A TIME WHEN A

NOBODY REALLY CARED ABOVT
STRAY BALL WAS JUST A STRAY
BALL..,

MESSING WITH VS,

\
v wWpb \
% e z

N 7

WASNT AN \CENTITY, Ju4T A
THING WE LIKED To DO,

LeT's ST
0 VERZ

P 6AME WAS A GAME AND T

WE HAONT YET BEEN

o
"PROFESSIO NALIZ ED" INTO ’
CATEGOR \ES,

"TouRNEY
RuLes"?
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It wasn't that the other world was a perfect, happy one. Often it
was full of trials, and in the beginning she would fail at them.
1 1 |

L K\

IREGISTRATION| [0\
E = 2 )
-‘L%l i

But it was a magical world, and that made all the difference.
In a world like that, she would always triumph in the end
because she loved it too much to give up and walk away.

v

The hero would grow in power,
aather companions, and be
gifted with magic and weapons.
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SOMETIMES, TIMES,
\ REALLY DID \ '\'HERE WAS No Boy,
OR GIKL AEYHHEKE
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Y AND AT NIGHT.
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Y STORY AND ART: AP
BECCA HILLBURN &

IN THE DARKNESS
OF BATTLE,
\ T SHINE BRIGHTEST/

—— S

I AM AYALLIAS
g FAVORITE...

THE PRETTY PALADIN
CRITICAL MISSY,

AGENT OF RETRIBUTION
AND HARBRINGINER OF
JUSTICE! r
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BuT BEING A MONSTER?
\ | THATS A MATTER oF
&

RoLLING THE DICE.
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HAVE | BECOME YET ANOTHER
COG IN A SYSTEM THAT IDEALIZES
SIMPLISTIC SOLUTIONS TO EVER-
COMPLICATED PROBLEMS?

AM | ONE OF THE
HATEFUL MASSES THAT
RESORT TO VIOLENCE
TO RESOLVE
SELF-CONFLICT?

REFLECT THE STATE OF
MY SELF?

DOES THE STATE OF MY GAME..
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She would find a place in that world where she could do good. She had
never been needed by others before, but now the fate of a kingdom
rested on her shoulders, and she grew strong to bear the burden.

(But there
was something
1 always hated

about those

stories.)

She would have to leave the world. The magic would stop working,
and it would be revealed that her time there was only temporary.
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1 HAVE NO
| CLUE WHAT I'M
» DOING HERE!

YOU'RE DOING
FINE. IT'S ALMOST
IN THE BAG.

CAN I USE DOMINATE
TO MAKE HIM TAKE
ME HOME”

AT YOUR LEVEL,
YOU CAN ONLY DO
ONE-WORD COMMANDS.

WELL... 1 CHAT

HIM UP SOME MORE!
TRY TO GET HIM
A LITTLE DRUNK.

”WHAT DO YOU
TALK TO HIM

ASK HIM WHERE
HE WORKS, T GUESS?

1 TELL HIMI'M
AN ASPIRING
ACTRESS.

HE INVITES
NOoU BACK TO
HIS PLACE

WHILE WE'RE MAKING OUT,

1 FEED ON HIM A BIT.

NOT ENOUGH

TO DRAIN HIM,

JUST ENOUGH TO

PUT HIMIN A TRANCE.

1 USE MY FANGS TO OPEN
A VEIN IN MY WRIST.

1 PRESENT
IT TO HIM
AND SAY,
"DRlNK“

HE SEEMS
VERY FLATTERED
BY YOUR

ATTENTIONS.
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Some lines that were recorded, but never used
in-game, have Caroline stating firmly:

fi

It seems safe to assume that this was about her  She was "a gem" fo him not because of her com-
being uploaded onto Cave's computer. He took  petence, but because she was submissive and
credit for Caroline's labor for years, and is intent  did not ask for what was owed to her -

on keeping this going. no matter her wishes.

ore gowey, MiOre respect: If Caroline was “modest like that" about her own

M
Cenazﬁly mord than an skills, it's because she was taught to know her

place and follow orders.
She was pushed
Cave, please down by th
hold all patriarchy.
my calls. 3 all her life.

MR. JOHNSON,

NO, LISTEN TO
ME. SIR, | DO
NOT WANT THIS.

IDON'T
WANT THIS!

{ Yes, CEO 2 :
\ Caroline. Sadere ¢
pd \ EL x | S

Cave dies while the A.l. project is still under work. When it's ready. Caroline is uploaded. She's the
It's named GLaDOS - Genetic Lifeform and Disk  unwilling genetic lifeform component. Her bodily
Operating System. autonomy is violated.





OEBPS/Bfrkp1FTvIajRApIX5wId1EmkBgL.png
This hobby has given me
some important and lasting
Friendships.

Ohio. Clairvoyant
freelance illustrator.

Almost 10 years ago, she invited
me into a game where we wrote
and drew stories. We're friends to
this day, and I even accidentally
introduced her to her husband
through PBP!

Michigan. Fellow comic
book enthusiast and
formidable thug genius.

We three have
collaborations going that
have easily spurred years
of writing material.

Australia. Orc blacksmith
with a heart of gold and
botany ma jor.
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“If you gaze upon a unicorn,
You'll wish that you were
never born -

Just look at that huge
pointy horn, I hope my bod
will not be shorn.”

‘We should use
That wasn't a very Unicorns don’t the magic wheel.

i !
flattering poem! understand human.

J

The spirits of the forest : m

smile upon your poem!

‘We should write down
that we consulted the wheel.

“The Protector should useN\ v
the Magic Mirror to read 0
the Fantasy card I picked. gd ]

3 aiecoM st
o sosd tss s
lrse & seoorl

i ooy shisl 03
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-HERMIA: &

MY FIRST VIDEO GAME WAS
PoKEMoN YELLoW. T wAS HOOKED
ON THE FRANCHISE AFTER THAT.

IN POKE MON,
You WAVE To TRAIN
AND BoND wiTH
VIRTUAL PETS.

T GAVE ALL
MINE NAMES AND
LOVED THEM As IF
THEY were ReAL!
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IN THE PAST YEAR, I'VE SEEN MORE EVIDENCE OF CHANGE
IN THE GAME, NOT ONLY IN THE ADMINISTRATIVE LEVEL,
BUT ALSO ON THE FIELD.

PEOPLE
ARE
ORGANIZING

AND AFTER
BITING MY
TONGLE
FOR EIGHT
YEARS,
ms A
HUGE
RELIEF.

I DIDN'T USED TO HAVE A VOCABULARY FOR THIS, AND
NOW I'M FINALLY ABLE TO COMMLINICATE. I CAN JOIN
THE DISCUSSION ON HOW TO FIX THINGS; I CAN
PARTICIPATE IN CHANNELING MY ANGER FOR CHANGE,
AND IT IS A WELCOME DIFFERENCE.

IT'SACHANCEI \
NEVER HOPED FOR. |

I AM A PROUD MEMBER OF HOUSE LIONESSE;
A TOLIGH OLD HOLISEHOLD THAT STARTED ON
THE WEST COAST, IT'S ORIENTED AROLND
THE SUPPORT AND ENCOLIRAGEMENT

OF WOMEN FIGHTERS.

THE THREE
HOLSEHOLDS* I'VE
JOINED IN THE PAST
YEAR HAVE BEEN A
HUGE HELP TO MY
OUTLOOK.

BUT I'M
NoT
VERY

*A HOLSEHOLD IS A GROUP OF PEOPLE THAT
WISH TO BE ASSOCIATED WITH EACH OTHER, BUT
NOT NECESSARILY IN A FIGHTING WAY.

NOT WITH
THAT ATTITLIDE.
C’MON. LAY ON!

THAT WAS MY FIRST REAL INTERACTION WITH A HOLSE LIONESSE MEMBER, TNO
YEARS AGO. IT WAS THE FIRST TIME SOMEONE REALLY ENCOLIRAGED ME TO
WORK ON MY FIGHTING. AND AFTER PLAYING FOR 7 YEARS AT THAT POINT,

IT MADE A BIG DIFFERENCE.
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1t was frustrating, but fonny, and
made for a good story.

Socry I'm late.) |
I was crying inthe
A studio agan. -

developers talk about
“immersion” a lot, but
+his was more +han that

x
+his stuff was gong | (TSI
right 1o my heart. | I8 ungratefyl?, X
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After the last chamber, just when you think she’s
made it, Chell is sent into a fire pit.

Chell leaves the path built for her by patriarchy
because she realizes'it sets her up to fail. She
starts her own:path.

-..in fields and woods.
In the paternal house
reign mother, laws,
custom and routine
and she wants to
wrestle herself from
the past; she wants to
become a sovereign
subject of her own.

We meet Wheatley, a friendly, helpful guy.

©

We find out later he is an “intelligence dampening
sphere,”one of the cores created by the lab boys.

| Very symbolic, since that’s how witches - women

who defied social and gender
norms in the middle ages -
used to be killed.

! She makes her way through
Aperture where there are no
and gets to the rooms behifid the
windows that overlook the
test chambers. She has
escaped the male gaze
and taken overit. |

“In the beginnifig of Portal'2, thie ‘paternal house”
~. is overrun with nattire. Cavelis lohg dead.

‘Mother” (GLaDOS)
no longer reigns.

875%
Wheatley, the male character who comes close
to destroying Aperture, was literally created to
keep GLaDOS dumb. As she describes him:

YOU'RE THE
MORON THEY
BUILT TO
MAKE ME
AN IDIOT!
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IKACHAN, PUT oN YOUR POINTY HAT
AND
PROTE CT YOURSELF

I KA CHAN, You HAVE TO LIVE
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OLD KING MOLA IS

THE MOST popuLAr
ATTRACTION AT THE
AQUARIUM 4z p

HE WANTS

TO BeE FREE, 70
BE A VOYAGER

THAT'S HOW

L FEEL IN THE BATH
IN THE WATER BECAuUSE

b,
I REME MBER WHEN SOMEBOP
I tovep TRIED TO TEACH ME

T SwiMm
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AN ESCAPE, PERHAPS--BUT IT
TURNED INTO A FULL-FLEDGE
FASCINATION.

I COULD CUSTOMIZE ALMOST
EVERYTHING IN SOME GAMES.

(£

TO THE ONES THAT SENT ME ON

AN ILLUSTRIOUS ADVENTURE
WITH NO SCRIPTS AHEAD.

NO LONGER TRAPPED IN A
12-YEAR-OLD-GIRL'S BODY, T
TRAVELED AS A YOUNG REBEL.

AND HAVE A SENSE OF TOTAL
CONTROL IN SOME OTHER

IT WAS ME AND MY SWORD, PLUS

MY BRAND OF TEENAGE
INDIVIDUAL HEROISM.

I LOVED RPGS. FROM THE
ONES THAT LOOKED LIKE A
CLICK-THROUGH
STORYBOOK,

T WAS PART-TIME CONFUSED
YOUNG PERSON,
PART-TIME KNIGHT.

LIFE WAS GREAT FOR A WHILE.






OEBPS/Ls2NUxh8pe24d5BTSJo4Cy9cwNMV.png
I CAUGHT

HERMIA IN

DRAGONS DEN
IN GOLD
VERS|ON.

SHE WAS THE oNLY
POKEMON THAT L RAISED
ALL THE WAY To LEVEL 100.

P
-l A
P~ \}
=N

N
gl
==

whoy

TOGETHER WE GREW UNTIL
WE WERE UNSTOPPABLE.
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Growing up, my brothers and I [/
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N Internet use and video games. EJ
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But we liked video games,
Really liked video games.
Especially roleplaying games.

So I got a
bright idea,
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THINGS WERE BAD L
FOR A Few oF my »
FRIZNDS,

) oL B W

SEEING Eveeyone
STRUGGLE anp
INTERACT WiTH
ME...

| #ave me reauze

How IMPORTANT
LING 1S,
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THESE EVENTS S0 MUCH FUN
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WHAT ARE You
UP To, KIDDO?

OH! AH, |
GoT A
NEW GAME.

OH? WHAT'S IT
ABOUT?

CHARACTER
CREATION...
AND..UMM..
HOME-MAKING.
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When Chell reaches the surface, she finds an
endless wheat field. This is, as Beauvoir said,
where Chell can be her own sovereign subject.

This is the greatest
fate GLaDOS could
ever grant Chell,
and one she cannot
give herself.

GLaDOS is bound inside Aperture. She can’t
ever leave. But she gave Chell the best possible
ending:

Alife outside patriarchy, a gift only possible in
fiction.
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/7 WERELERSE CVENTS FOR MAGIC: THE GRTHERING™

"BNEW SET_OF CARDS COMES 0UT ABOUT EVERY,THREE MONTHS, AND DESPITE MY SEM-REGULAR ATTENDANCE

| AM DEFINITELY A CASUAL PLAYER, AND RS SUC,
1T MORE THAN ERSTTO_FEEL TKE IM
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Fighters became my most _ ” :
preferred game Yype. They <GS
still are too. They're fast, 3

and you can play against
your friends.

T'm nat aJuways )
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especially when my | -

character is"gelting
Snowballed “From the corner
of the Screen with specrals.

Be quick know the combo’s and know
when T strike + whents stay back

were’coming out,’n
I PLAYED TTHOSE 7!

"

I i o many other fghting gams
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Tales of Crystals was published in 1993 by
Milton Bradley. 1993! What else was going
on in games in 19932 Doom?

So the year Doom came out, the most mainstream board game publisher in
America produced a Live-Action-Roleplaying game (or, a “story game”) for girls!
About imagination, sharing secrets, and intimate girl friendships.

Being a trans woman, of course, I didn’t have access
to those kinds of close girl friendships as a kid.

Maybe this is why, as a game designer, 'm so
fascinated by games like Tales of the Crystals.

As a thirty-year-old teen witch, so much of
what I do is about finding ways to reclaim the
girlhood I was never allowed.

a board. You hang magic flags on doorknobs, and then those rooms
become those places. You reclaim and reinvent. You reimagine. )






OEBPS/BbRUytKcSAJaFhXwV34eopBdT29T.png
for Caitlin Rose Boyle.
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Tales
Crystals 2

We are the guardians of the crystals, protectors of the land of Collingwood,
and our task is no small one. The wicked Lady Morphia has done the unthinkable -
she has captured and imprisoned a unicorn in her Castle of Dread.

s

The Castle is defended by enchantments and
even the entrance is magically hidden - but the
Protector’s Crystal of True Sight should reveal it.

They say if you whisper a poem in a Unicorn’s
ear, you can charm it. For now, in our fort in the

Secret Garden, we wait and plot, and come up
with rhymes for “unicorn.”
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RUSH OF BLOOD BY HAZEL NEWLEVANT

WHEN WE ENDED THE YOU'VE BEEN ASKED TO SHOULD YOU SUCCEED,
SESSION LAST WEEK, DESTROY THE HAVEN OF | | YOU WiLL EARN YOUR
ELIAS, THE PRINCE OF A GROUP OF SABBAT IN NEONATE STATUS IN
PORTLAND, SENT YOU ON GRESHAM. THE CAMARILLA.

A MISSION. >

NOW THEN, KINDRED,
WHAT ARE YOU
GOING TO DO?

WE NEED A CAR TO GET TO ) ONE OF U5 SHOULD
GRESHAM, AND WE CAN'T GET A GHOUL!
EXACTLY RENT ONE.

WE COULD
CARJACK
someone? JI

THAT WAY, THEY

CAN CHAUFFEUR

US EVERYWHERE
IN STYLE.
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In 1974, Cave's bravado causes his destruction.
The bean counters
told me we literally
could not afford to

buy seven dollars
worth of moon rocks,
much less seventy
million

Bought ‘em anyway
Ground 'em up,
mixed 'em into a gel.

At this point, Caroline's duties have gone beyond
assistant and second in command: she's also
Cave's nurse.

Caroline,
please
bring
me more
pain
pills

I will say this - and I'm gonna say it on tape so
everybody hears it a hundred times a day -

Now she'll argue, she'll say she can't, she's
modest like that. But you make her.

g

And guess what?

Ground ub moon
rocks are pure
poison. | am
deathly ill

Two years later, on his deathbed, Cave left this
message for his lab boys

We should
have been
working
on it thirty
years ago.

Brain
mapping.
Artificial
intelligence.

If | die before you people can pour me into a
computer, | want Caroline fo run this place.

Hell, put her in my computer, | don’t care.

8
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BUT, IF WERE BEING HONEST, IT IS TRULY GRATIFYING TO BE THE ONLY GIRL THERE AND BERTING OUT
REGULARS WHO KNOW MUCH MORE ABOUT MAGIC THAN | D0.

UNFORTUNATELY, HOWEVER, THINGS DON'T ALWAYS PLAY OUT THE WAY 1D LIKE.
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WE MADE A PARTY OF HARDCORE PALADINS TO PLAY TOGETHER. A PALADIN'S:
SIGNATURE SKILLS ARE “AURAS —PASSIVE ABILIT1ES THAT GIVE CERTAIN BONUSES,
WHICH ARE SHARED BY ALL PARTY MEMBERS.

BY EACH SPECIALIZING IN A DIFFERENT AURA, WE WERE BETTER AS ATEAM!

blender dishwasher
AURA THORNS AURA: PRAYER
EFFECT: ENEMIES EFFECT:HEALS
TAKE DAMAGE ALL PARTY
WHEN THEY CAVSE | | MEMBERS
MELEE DAMAGE T0 | | PLAYER:ALI
PARTY MEMBERS

PLAYER. HAZEL

oven refrigerator

AURA: HOLY FIRE AURA. HOLY FREEZE
EFFECT.DOES EFFECT. PERIODICALLY,
PERIODIC FIRE SLOWS DOWN ENEMIES

DAMAGE TO NEARRY PLAYER: SAVANNAH

ENEMIES

PLAYER: SHANE y
¥ e

microwave coffee_wmaker
AURA: MIGHT AURA. HOLY SHOCK
EFFECT: INCREASES EFFECT. DOES
) DAMAGE OF ALL L\GHTNING DAMAGE
PARTY MEMBERS TO NEARBY ENEMIES
V) PLAYER: ANDRE PLAYER’, HUMPHREY
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\ These three have become
integral members of my circle
Of trust: the people I know I
can rely on for feedback and
moral support on any pro ject.

When I get stressed or lose
confidence, they’re aiways
there to cheer me on...

I've been lucky to have them as
I navigate the treacherous land-
scape that comes along with
being an emerging cartoonist.

And of fer my Favorite
Flavor of delicious escapism,
while they're at it.
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OF COURSE T
EVENTUALLY LEFT

To GO SEEK
REAL ADNENTURES.

YEARS LATER, I
OPENED UP Gold

BUT EVERYTHING
WAS GONE!

IT TURNS OUT
THAT THE GAME
HAD A GUTH IN
WHICH THE BATTERY
WoULd DIE, ERASING
THE INFORMATION.
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————
.MAKES EACH GAME INTERESTING & DIFFERENT /N ITS OWN WAY,
NOMATTER How REPETITIVE THE PLOT OR BATTLE SYCTEM,

~ - ~ — —

i A KIp, | NEVER CHOSE
4‘5:: HAVE A WHITE MAGE
IN MY PARTM, ALWAYS
OPTING MORE
DAMAGE~ BASED
CHARACTERS -

Y o
i FELT LIKE A HEALER
WAS USELESS WHEN |
HAD ENOUGH ATTACK
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A

Another female player who
Joined the site and eventually
left summed it up well:

There have been times
Wwhen I've needed to take a
break after finding myself
in the midst of worst of it.

what
about that
other one

this site is sorely
lacking in good

redheads
meh, not

into asians
have you

seen her pics?
dem tits

she can be
areal bitch

But, on the other hand, and
much more impor tantly...

B
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BE++ER TOGETHER

HAZEL NEWLEVANT

HELLO? \ T
ANYBODY
HOME?

YEP, DID
MY ALGEBRA
PROBLEMS.

THEY WISELY REALIZED THEY COULDN'T
KEEP ME FROM MY FAVORITE M-RATED GAME.

JUST GETTING

T ILE [ECcRents new Account ]
i

COMPUTER TIME.
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OH, SOUNDS
WONDERFUL/

30 MINUTES LEFT
ON THAT CLoCk,
I'VE GOT To CHECK
MY E-MAIL.

YoU kNOW, I'M
SO PROUD YOU'RE
NOT PLAYING ANY
OF THOSE UNNATURAL,
VIOLENT GAMES I'VE
BEEN HEARING ABOUT
ON THE NEWS.

o
[ sucH A
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WE STR\P
DOwWN AND
Yave A
PooL PARTY!

Hey Twis WATER
IS HEALING Me!

AND NG PLAYER PICKED UP on THE MENSTRUAL SUBTEXT. w&»p.]
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So she would return to the mundane world, full of secrets and
stories, this girl who had once slain dragons and saved a kingdom.

What 1 couldn't understand as a child was that she
had been changed by the magical world until
she no longer needed it.

The pathway was
closed to her, her weapons left behind,
but the strength she had learned remained.

She had undergone a transformation, the onlz magic that

kept working on her return. Her adventure (the first one,
at least) was over, but she remained a hero.
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AMTGARD IS A LARP
THAT WAS STARTED IN
EL PASO, TEXAS IN
1983. THERE IS SOME
DEBATE OVER THE
ORIGIN OF THE NAME

TGARD.

I COMMAND THY
ATTENTION SIRRAH!

I FIRST RAN
ACROSS AN
AMTGARD DEMO
AT ASCIFI

CONVENTION IN
2005; I'VE BEEN
| | PLAYING SINCE.
\

YOU DRESS LIP, HAVE A PERSONA, FIGHT SWEET I TYPICALLY DON'T GO A WEEK WITHOUT IT, IT'S BEEN
BATTLES TO THE DEATH, KILL YOLR FRIENDS WITH A HUGE PART OF MY LIFE FOR ABOLIT A DECADE.
MAGIC, AND SOMETIMES THERE ARE QUESTS!

DID...WE JUST GET - W EXCUSE ME, DO YOU PLAY
MUGGED BY AN EIGHT e 2 THE DRUMS?
. YEAR OLD ORC? &

THROLIGH AMTGARD, I'VE MET DOZENS OF EVEN THOLGH IT'S MY GAME, AMTGARD IS, ON A
FRIENDS, TNO ROOMMATES, A FEW MENTORS, LARGE SCALE, AN OLTDATED OLD BOYS CLUB
AND LEARNED TO SWORD FIGHT AND SEW. I BARELY RECOGNIZE.
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This is rose quartz,
for self-love. Thats its
magic power.

Alover gave
this to me. T wear it

‘We don’t have much input on the stories we're given:
they’re written for us, and we aren’t usually consulted.
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[S/mGme Careond]

AT THE HANDBALL WALL FERIND
OVR WEIRD HEXAGONAL CLASS—
Rooms, we worco GATHER VP.

"1‘“:;7,@

e

| kepT MY CARpS IN A CHESS BoX. [THE cARDS WERe LOBSE IN THE goX
| DREW THE "MAgiC! LOGO AND AND | WOULD SHOVE THEM ALL
TAPED T ol THE s/DE. TOGETHER Te PLAY.

Wy
o CARD ORN
T;i\. nAlA DOWN?
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Play is
witchcraft.

Sometimes at night I like to light
a single candle and write. A witch,
crafting spells by candlelight.

Iimagine 'm drawing
from something
deep and potent.

‘What else is magic other than
the rituals we use to remind
ourselves of our identities?
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MEMO!R
“PART- TIME

&ii Jht/

e

WHEN I FIRST STARTED AT THE TIME, T REMEMBER PEOPLE TREATED ME AS IF T WAS
PLAYING PC GAMES AS A CLINGING DESPERATELY TO THE SOMETHING DIFFERENT,
ROUTINE, T WAS 12. IMAGE OF BEING A 'TOMBOY." PRETENDING TO MOVE IN A

WORLD OF MEN.
@ ol
— \ ) 1

GROUP SPORTS STOPPED UNTIL I FOUND THAT GAMING ‘SOMEWHERE TO BE NOT SAFE,
BEING AS EASY AND PROVIDED A NEW 'ARENA" WHERE NOT PROTECTED, AND NOT KEPT
WELCOMING AS IT WAS; I COULD BE FREE OF MY AWAY. SOMEWHERE TO STAY WHO
PHYSICAL FORM. T WANTED TO BE.
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RIGHT. MAKE A

&\ CHARISMA CHECK.

HE GIVES A LITTLE SMILE.
““YOU MANAGE TO PUT A NEW
SPIN ON THE OLDEST LINE

IN THE BOOK.”

S0 NOW 1T'S
BASICALLY A
DONE DEAL,
RIGHT?
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But we learn to tell our own stories - maybe they’re shared, maybe
they’re secret. Play is a space in which we get to perform them.
The magic circle. The secret garden.

T

The names we pick for

AR e
N
ourselves are our true names.

E) /j@jﬁ w“ The way we see ourselves -

69 70 @’ PR is the True Sight. 2.

4171 $Pry g -
S ) il 0=

For morg information on Talgs of the Crystals,
seg hitp//annarchive.com/TalgsOfTheCrystals/
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IVE ALWAYS LOVED THAT WHEN YOU MADE.
CHARACTERS IN RPGS, You CoULD BE ANYONE
You WANTED To. YoU CoulD TRY ANYTHING.
IS 1T WS ALL OKAY.
MICHAEL L
PRESENT?

3 o
| FOUND THAT | HAD MORE. IN COMMON
WITh TEEN MONSTERS THAN THE KIDS
AT My ScHool .

| WOULDNT EXPECT A

GUY To UNDERSTAND. You

PROBABLY LIKE THOSE
SEXIST ADS.

MONSTERHEARTS STRUCK ME MORE THAN
MosT GAMES. | LOVED My CHARACTER.

g PLAYING HER
2 RIGHT.

M
1 BEGAN To WoNDER WHY | FELT MORE
LIKE MYSELF WHEN | PLAYED SHANA
THAN AS THE TEEN BoY | PLAYED IN REALITY.

EY, | 74> AM ID CuT OFF HIS HANDS
IF HE ToueneD ME AGAIN!

DuPE! StpNas oWE oF THE

Ctecs! GRBBAGAS HEV A
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&&= SUMMey, 200+ —

FUCK i was everything!
Tt was like everything T oune
Tcan't fucking believe €

When T 4opped playing
Quitar Hew 2, it wasn*t
becavse T wanted 4o,
it Was hecause 3
"lOVMg’a)mfmny lost it,

Tt arvived a few weeks
later in a battered bex with
allwy other shif, apparently
found. T don't know 1o

T wasn’t interested in &
anywore aé{,er hat. T guess
S fust one of those
-H/u‘ngs Yo con't conbvel.

Like what news sends
v inf_a tailspin,
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WITH THIS YOU'RE NOT
CRITICAL HIT GONNA
OF MY LOVELY WAND, GRANDSTAND

PREPARE TO DIE! i ALL BATTLE,

HOW ABOUT
HEALING US
FIRST?

— -

i1

~( I NEED ALL THE EXP Y
I CAN GET/ p..

MARON,

ARE YOU
SERIOUSLY
€OINe TO LET
\ HER DO THIS
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LIKE IN MOST FAMILIES IN
CHINA WITH A CHILD IN
MIDDLE SCHOOL, GAMES,
COMICS AND THE INTERNET
WAS DEEMED 'ILLEGAL' IN OUR

ALTHOUGH A TRUE
KNIGHT WILL NEVER
BE KEPT AWAY...

T SPENT MANY SUMMER NIGHTS
TUCKED IN A BLANKET FORT IN
MY AIR-TIGHT BEDROOM,

NEWS ARTICLES FLASHED STORIES
OF GAME-CRAZED TEENS BEING
SENT TO 'REHAB CAMPS.

VIDEO GAMES WERE REGARDED
AS 'DRUGS IN ELECTRONIC
FORM," AND GATEWAY TO A

MORBID ADDICTION-
RIDDEN SHORT LIFE.

T BECAME SORT OF A PRO AT

T ALWAYS WATTED PAST THEART/OF HIDING

MIDNIGHT.

.

sou

OPERATING ON MY 12 INCH
LAPTOP, WAITING FOR ALTERNATIVE
LIVES TO UNFOLD.
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anna anthropy

auntiepixelante.com

anna anthropy is a play designer, historian, and thirty-year-old
teenage witch

Jeremy Boydell

slimgiltsoul.tumblr.com

Jeremy Boydell is a freelance illustrator and comic book artist
working in London

Caitlin Rose Boyle

sadsadkiddie.com

Caitlin Rose Boyle makes comics, illustrations, tiny video games,
& short animations whenever she manages to put down her 30S
She’s currently developing an animated short for Nickelodeon

Megan Brennan

megan-brennan.com

Megan Brennan is an artist from New Jersey who draws a bunch
of comics for the internet. As a kid, she thought Pikachu was
pretty annoying

Buntoo

bun-too.com

Drawing and gaming since childhood.

“You know the down in Phoenix Down? It's DOWN... like feathers!
Wow!1”

Kate Craig

katecraig.net

Kate Craig lives in Canada and makes game art, short comics,
and grows raspberries

Natalie Dupille

thefeministbakery.com

Natalie Dupille is a cartoonist who hails from Seattle but calls
her backpack home. Her most current project is an illustrated
travelogue of her adventures through Oceania and beyond

Kinoko Evans

kinokogallery.com

Kinoko Evans is an illustrating, cartooning printmaker
in love with research and drawing.

Sara Goetter
sgoetter.com
Sara Goetter currently lives in Pennsylvania. She loves drawing
comics about monsters and magic and getting into adventures.

Kori Michele Handwerker

korimichele.com

Kori Michele is a watercolorist & the author of the Prince of Cats
webcomic. Their current work, which includes various anthology
comics & zines, focuses on transgender & nonbinary identities,
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This year, Rachel and

I have worked it out.
loyal subject, the
spymaster.

It should cause a lot
of in-character drama.

I'm really looking

forward to it.
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THERE ARE ALWAYS SOME PLAYERS WHO HAVE A PAINFLLLY OLTDATED PERCEPTION. IT SOMETIMES FEELS LIKE A

MAJORITY OF THEM D

I MEAN, I KNOW
THEY'RE A BUNCH OF
SEXIST JERKS WHO
DON'T LET WOMEN IN
THEIR COMPANY*

.

HOT
BABES MUD
WRESTLING!

BUT IF THERE WAS
A WOMAN IN THEIR
COMPANY I'D BE

BUT THE FACE OF THE GAME IS EVOLVING, IT DOESN'T
LOOK LIKE IT USED TO, AND THAT SHOULDN'T BE MET
WITH HOSTILITY.

PEOPLE! COME

T USED TO REGULARLY LEAVE LARGE AMT EVENTS FEELING BITTER AND SADDENED FOR WEEKS.
N\ WE HAVE A

WHAT DO YOU SAY
YOU MODEL ONE OF
MY CHAIN MAIL
BIKINI SETS?

KIDDIE POOL!
NOT A DRILL

SEE MUD
WRESTLING

I WOLILD REALLY LOVE TO SEE AN AMTGARD WITHOLIT
MISOGYNISTIC SLURS AND COMMENTS ON FIELD.

WHAT DO YOU MEAN
SHE’S NOT ON THE LIST?
SHE SIBNED LIP FOR THE

TOLRNAMENT, SAME AS
EVERYONE!
L
[ S

REAL WEIRD, T
DON'T KNOW
WHAT HAPPENED.
WE MADE THE
BRACKETS ON
THE COMPUTER
THIS TIME.
NOTHING I CAN DO.
COMPUTERS.

WOMEN ARE HERE, WE FIGHT, AND WE LOVE THIS
DUMB GAME TOO.

WHY DON'T YOU PUT
SOME CLOTHES ON?

WE'RE HERE TO HAVE FUN AND KICK BUTT AND WE DON'T
APPRECIATE BEING PUT DOWN FOR THAT.

=

CACTUAL AMAZING PHOTO TAKEN
BY THE WOMAN IN YOGA SHORTS
OF THE WOMAN WHO WAS KEPT
OLIT OF THE TOLRNAMENT
‘THE PREVIOLIS DAY.)

*FIGHTING COMPANY: PEOPLE WHO ARE FRIENDS AND/OR THOSE OF A CERTAIN
PERSONA TYPE MAY WISH TO BAND TOGETHER AND FIGHT TOGETHER.
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Things like this, make all the sacrifices..
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Amanda Scurti

amandascurti.com

Amanda Scurti is an illustrator, cartoonist, and colorist from Long
Island, NY. She has been a casual gamer since childhood, and still

wishes for a life cheat as valuable as rosebud;!;!;! (ad infinitum).

Sarah Winifred Searle

Swinsea.com

Sarah hails from spooky New England, where she makes comics
and lives with the love of her life, Kitty.

Maggie Siegel-Berele

maggiesiegelberele.com

Maggie is a Brooklyn based cartoonist and gamer. She has been
a part time Druid for the last decade. She graduated from the
School for Visual Arts in 2011 and currently works at Marvel

Jasmine Silver

oohsilver.com

Although hand-lettering is her first love, Jasmine’s practice

is influenced by permaculture traditions because designing with
dirt can help change the world

Elizabeth Simins

eliz.abeth.net

Elizabeth Simins is an artist & illustrator living in Portland with
her two fluffy cats, Link & Zora. She makes comics about games,
girlhood, and the apocalypse (usually not at the same time)

Sera Stanton

serastanton.tumblr.com

Sera Stanton is an illustrator, printmaker, comics artist
and editor and living in Portland, Oregon. Her work reveals
a not-so-faraway land of daydreams and challenges.

Sarah Stern

sarahstern.com

Sarah Stern is an artist and writer from New York. She is
completing an MFA in Sequential Art at SCAD, and spends most
of her time making stories about teamwork and wizards.

June Vigants

unevigants.com

June Vigants is a comic artist, illustrator & musician who
graduated from the School of Visual Arts in 2014. June loves
ren fairs, D&D, and monsters—an enduring theme of their work,

Yao Xiao

yaoxizoart.com

Yao Xiao is a New York-based artist. A native from Tianjin, China,
Xiao has been living in the States for 9 years. Her work explores
foreigner identity, adolescent memories & surreal fantasies.

Sophie Yanow

sophievanow.com

Sophie Yanow grew up in Northern California. Then she moved to a
place where they actually have winter and realized how good she
had it






OEBPS/aDVaQF2MNKcJrsRB8UOHOOS0JVGc.png





OEBPS/iMyWfoMpydqIWrnUyv0v8R7iSnl2.png
RETICULATING SPLINES 8y AMANDA SCURTI
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TRYING TO FIND THEIR SOULMATE

MOVV‘

AL
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L. | THESE HOTTIES, THEN PATE ™Wo OF THEM AT
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- S
EVERYONE TAKES 3Db %/ p
CORROSIVE DAMAGE.

TRY THIS.

\ N\
= TEAMWORK, lﬁ
YOU 6UYS! YOU ARE ADDING
= YOUR MODIFIERS
A H<B WRONG,
" ik

HEY,
NOW THAT
I'M DEAD-

CAN | BE A

GNOME?

\
A
V) i ‘i)
LIKE A GNOME - (N { e
SWORDMAGE? ? AND YOU HAVE
TO SPEAK IN A
\ 23N ) HIGH-PITCHED
\ VOICE.
4 N
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HAVE YOU DECIDED |~ T'LL 6O SEDUCE AN UNSUSPECTING
ON A COURSE OF ] 3| HUMAN, MAKE HIM MY GHOUL,
ACTION, THEN?, AND THEN HE CAN DRIVE

4 7 7 THE WHOLE COTERIE
\ TO GRESHAM.

AND HOW DO\ &</ <,
YOU PROPOSE | ./~
TO DO TH,

GREAT. THERE'S ONE OFF
OF BELMONT, NOT FAR

FROM YOUR HAVEN. 4
WHAT'S \T
LOOK LIKE?

CANDLES
DRIPPING IN
WINE BOTTLES,

PERFECT!

WELL, I WANT
A GHOUL WHO's
WELL- OFF,

50...

MORE |MPORTANTLY,
ARE THERE ANY NICE

YOU GO THERE CARS IN THE LOT?

JUST AFTER SUN

SET, SO PRETTY

EMPTY STILL.
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THEY PUSHED MY HEAD uwpen
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L NEVER DID LEARN HOW
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FOR A VAMPIRE TO MAKE
SOMEONE INTO THEIR
GHOUL, THEY HAVE TO

IT TAKES THREE
FEEDINGS TO CEMENT
THE BOND. AFTER

FEED THE MORTAL . @o THAT, THE GHOUL
THEIR BLOOD. 72 ISYDURS TO

Of A
THI5 CREATES COMMAND.
A BLOOD BOND—
A SUPERNATURAL
ATTRACTION AND
OBEDIENCE TO
THE MASTER.

CAN I sSLUP
SOME BLOOD IN
HIS GLASS WHEN
HE GETS UP TO USE
THE BATHROOM?,

Yo FIND I
FCULT TO0n IN THAT CASE,
DIFFICULT TO OPEN !

M AVEIN UNOBSERVED I'D BETTER GET HIM
\ IN THE BAR. —7 TO TAKE ME HOME.
SOMEWHERE PRIVATE Y
WOULD BE BETTER.

OH, BARF.
HAZEL,
1DON'T NEED \ ! ‘

TOHEARYOU i
ROLEPLAY L /’j D, \J) W [ oach?

SEDUCE MY Ve
BROTHER. ] 2 // ,
/ WAL
] . ‘_"«






OEBPS/faQlnHqwYKXBVmasLdl5KnffpHGL.png
I'M SORRY 6UYS. HOW ABOUT SPLITTING
'VE BEEN A JERK, THOSE
ILL GOTTEN GAINS?

\ L7y

& .
‘

|
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" AT LEAST
I HEALED






OEBPS/DE6q8SkHq2L2HQSPq1kmKQrauVk7.png
{ OWNERSHIP TR AT Bovs WHO'D

BN THE SELF-APPOINTED

BEEN RASED ON FANTASY §
ysar-F 3 DUNGEONS AND

[DRAGONS TOOK 6F GAMES. |
| FELT UNCREATWE AND
; \WNEXPER\ENCED.

BUT LA\R WAS BROUGWT
TO CAMP TONGUE -\ny
CHEEK, A GAME TRAY
INSPIRED \NSTEAD
OF \ANT\M\DATED.

AND \ FELL RIGHT IN.

7 Fuifaing
can of

~Y

WE HELD OUR PLANNING
MEETINGS N
SECRETYT WOODLANTD
RIDEAWAYS AND
DUSTY CANDLEWLT
BARNS AS ThRE
GROUNDS BECAME
ALWWE wiTh
PREPARATIONS FOR

THE BATTLE .
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hen putting together Chainmail Bikini, | had two goals. One
was to collect comics by an outstanding group of female
artists about games and what they mean to us. The other was to
celebrate the experience of women gamers, at a time when our

presence in gaming culture is consistently marginalized.

The term “gamer” encompasses players of all sorts of games, from
video games to Dungeons & Dragons to LARPing. What ties all these
games together, and separates them from games like checkers or
football? In my view, the common element is that of taking on a
character and entering another reality. The comics in Chainmail Biki-
ni explore why we're drawn to these fantasy worlds, and what roles

they serve in our real lives.

It shouldn’t be controversial for women to have an equal say as
players, makers, and critics of games. Too many men see these
games as their exclusive domain, and act out the same old sexism
that's already prevalent in the real world. To play a game is to vol-
untarily take on a challenge, for fun. No one should be additionally

challenged because of their gender.

It has been my great pleasure to work with the cartoonists, writ-
ers, and illustrators who contributed their comics to Chainmail Biki-
ni. This anthology encompasses what we love about games, and our

ideas to make them better.

Hazel Newlevant, Editor
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Readers live the lives they
read aVovt; those who dow‘t :

e ol o T Frink that
applies to gamers too-
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THE ANTHOLOGY OF
WOMEN GAMERS
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Portal was about two women proce:
oppression of patriarchy in different
being pitted against each other.

In order to escape, we're
going to have to go
through HER chamber.

ULEREC IR R CRIBERIATIGEECESRUEN GLaDOS, on the other hand, is put in a position
woman who put him there. He's violent and acts RS EIEIII
like an abusive partner, spinning the story in his
own favor. So. How
are you
holding up?

BECAUSE
I'MA
POTATO.

She joins Chell and defends her from Wiieatley's' After being stripped of power again, Wheatley
verbal attacks - which are only a copy/ofwhat is immediately and deeply remorseful.
GLaDOS herself used against Chell{previousiy:

I wish |
could take
it all back.

I honestly do.

During her time as PotatOS, GLaDOS has her § arolifie in-
memories of Caroline brought back. Like many (=it to hekin
victims of abuse, she goes through a process of

dissociation.

Goodbye,
Caroline.
Caroline... Why do aroline,

I know this woman?
Did | kill her?

You know, deleting
Caroline just now
taught me a
valuable lesson.
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o CERTAIN KIND o STORY

by molly ostertag

The stories 1 loved as a child always began somewhere small. A little
town, a house in the country, a school with nothing out of the ordinary.

The hero lived here in a kind of hibernation, waiting for her story to
begin. She would be bit different from everyone else, a bit out of place.

The story really began when a path appeared, leading to
another world. The path would look strange, even dangerous,
but she would plunge down it without a backwards glance.
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2

suddenly, my form of escapism was
more fraught than what | was
€scaping from.

| became so sensitive that just
thinking too much about a game woul
have me in tears.
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I became &
regular at the (L EWEH
downtown Arcags. i
Theve were 2 on

THIS MAY JUST
BE “THE MOST FAVORITE
D AmE OF MYLIFE. &
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=] EACH TIME You oPEN
| YoUR FILE, THE
GAME TELLS You
How MANY HoVRs |-
{ YOUVE SPENT PLAYING.

9L | AND 178 sAD To
7] REMINDED THAT
ITS NoT REAL,
BUT A SIMULATE
EXPERIENCE.

NEVERTHELESS,
TM SoRRY,
HERMIA.

MIRANDA HARMON
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| Our basement was Aull of toys, and we
Il and our comic store carried all the could borrow dice from board games.
relevant supplies, but that would cost Al we needed was a little imagination,
money. Anyway, how hard could it
be to make our own version?

R
27 KAI'S GONNA nl
L ATTACK SHAMU! A

A—7

o]
o ..And a couple of rules. ||

We figured out a combat system by combining the rules of games we knew.
We drew a grid on poster board and rolled dice to see how many spaces we
could move. Character stats were recorded on index cnrds, erased and rewritten

as the game progressed. Most numbers were arbitrary but “sounded right”,

As the older sister, I was of course But the twist was, once they freed
the “Dungeonmaster” and came up the supposed prince, he turned out to
with the story as we went along. be the evil overlord in disguise!

It was laughably derivative.

9o on a search for a lost prince
in order fo prevent an evil overlord
from conquering the kingdom,
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Early on, we did
a plot where
everyone drew a
chip from a bag,
and if it was
painted red, your
character had a
magical plague
for the weekend.

Conflict is the
key to a good
weekend, so we
write in as much
as possible.

Maybe not the most
sensitive plot we've
ever done, but it
did make for great
group storytelling.

I think we
lost like... six
) characters?
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Let's falk about GLaDOS.

&
Gt

She wasn't always an A.l.

...assistant of Aperture's founder,

Cave Johnson.

Her in-game lines aren't much help; they're only
five, and in two of them

We have limited she's saying:

information about
Caroline

The only picture
of her is a portrait
with Cave.

JOHNSON!

The two are aged

Cave tells us a bit about her: He never talks about her again, but he mentions
her several times.

That eager voice you heard is the
lovely Caroline, my assistant.

Caroline, are the
compensation
vouchers ready?

She's the backbone of
this facility. Pretty
as a postcard, too.

Sorry. fellas.
She's married.
To science.
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-and the greatest
monster -co llecking

.. Non-binary solutions
|| would be ideal,but
transgender interpre-

tations have revitalized
1 Wy fove for gaming.

=T still wish-

Orat least, T
could have just
one wore option.
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SAFE SPACES IS A HOUSEHOLD STARTED IN CANADA
DEDICATED TO MAKING THE AMTGARD ATMOSPHERE AND MOST RECENTLY, HOUSE FIERCE WAS MADE. IT
SAFE AND WELCOMING FOR ALL PLAYERS. I IS A HOUSEHOLD DEDICATED TO PROVIDING A SAFE
PROLIDLY WEAR A SAFE SPACE BELT FAVOR, WHICH PLACE FOR LGBT MEMBERS OF AMTGARD AND ALLIES.
MARKS ME AS SOMEONE TO TALK TO IF A PLAYER IS
BEING BLILLIED, OR NEEDS HELP WITH A SITUATION.

YOU'RE GOING TO
ART SCHOOL? MY
EX-GIRLFRIEND WENT
TO ART SCHOOL...

AND SHE WAS BI.

THIS HOLISE EXISTING, AND BEING A PART OF IT,
HAS HELPED LIFT A HUGE WEIGHT OFF OF ME.

HOW I WISH THIS
WAS AROLIND WHEN T % NOTE: THE PHOENIX IS THE SYMBOL OF AMTGARD, AN
WAS IN HIGH SCHOOL. { Y IMAGE ALMOST HOLY IN THE GAME. IT IS A SYMBOL

RESERVED FOR KNIGHTHOOD, BUT THE CIRCLE OF KNIGHTS
MADE AN EXCEPTION FOR THE HOUSEHOLD.
THE SYMBOLISM MEANS A LOT TO ME.

THE DEMOGRAPHICS OF THE GAME ARE CHANGING, I AM NO LONGER
ALONE, AND PEOPLE ARE WILLING TO LISTEN AND ACCOMMODATE.
THE BATTLE ISN'T OVER YET. THINGS AREN'T GREAT ACROSS THE BOARD,
BUT I THINK THEY'RE HEADING IN THE RIGHT DIRECTION.

PREPARE TO
DIE, PUSSIES!
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THE PARTY ENTERS THE VALLEY OF THE EARTH MOTHER. __— "~

RIPERS APROACH.

THE REMAINING ORCS
THEY'RE LEAD THE WAY,
cooL.”
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WITH ALL MY SMITE, '\
I'M GOING TO SHOW
YOU WHAT A MAGICAL

GIRL 1S MADE OF/

. ) -l
L/ IT'S NOT A GAME )

ANYMORE. TIME TO AS A BELOVED OF THE

\  GET SERIOUS. Al DEMIEODDESS OF
LIGHT AND RADIENCE,
T'LL TEACH YOU TO

ATTACK LINWARY
TRAVELERS!
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I was fourteen when a friend
showed me something called

play-by-post roleplaying. I learned quickly that
1'd tried gaming before, but it I didn’t play well with
failed to capture my interest; restrictions.

video games felt too guided, too
many rules in tabletop.

e —

DELICIOUS
ESCAPISM

Who do you want to be?
i J

But this...
this was pure gold.
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1IN SCHOOL, THE EXAM RESULTS

CAME IN LIKE OVERDUE BILLS.

T WAS FLUNKING OUT OF EVERY-
THING T POSSIBLY COULD.

GAMING ITSELF BROUGHT
‘SOME STRUCTURE INTO MY
LIFE. I HAD A SYSTEM

AND WHEN I HAD DONE
ENOUGH, I LEVELED UP.

THE IDEA OF STAYING IN
LINE, GETTING AHEAD AT TEST
‘SCORES AND BECOMING A
WELL-TO-DO ADULT SOME-
HOW DISTURBED ME IN A WAY.

T LEARNED THAT IT WAS
POSSIBLE TO START FROM
NOTHING,

THE NEXT LEVEL WAS
ALWAYS HARDER,

T HAD MYSELF AND MY ART,
FEW FRIENDS AND LOTS OF
TIME SPENT ALONE.

TO LEARN BY DOING AND
NOT WAITING,

BUT T SAVED MYSELF TIME
AFTER TIME.
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MAYBE | CAN
LEARN TO HELP
MYSELF, TooO
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lNlH»E‘ElU, DESPITE MY, LOSSES, “
| ALWAYS HAVE A GREAT, TIME

THE STORE 1§ GREAT.

THE CARDS ARE GREAT.
2

HNDM@EE MONTHS, .IQBE HERE AGAIN,
PERFORMING THE SAME SONG AND DANCE.

{ AN LB HAVING A BLAST
IR

o
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| USED T0 THINK BEING, DIFFERENT WAS A
BAD THING — SOMFTHING EV/L. BUT My
DIFFERENCES ARE WHAT Mike ME
STRonG.  /MAYBE, INF;IHE END, THTS

i I AR

IT TOoK ME YEARS,
By | A N LoneeR
AFRAID of THE
SECRET "MONSTEROUS®
THINGS THAT LIVE
INSIDE OF ME.

OH, HEY LAVRA. You BET!
Ready #oR Shavs Ay
TONIGHTS SESSIoN? ARE oLy

USING OUR CLARS.

\

.
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HE DRINKS W
YOUR VITAE  )ioX
HUNGRILY. /[ 7
IN FACT, YOU 3
HAVE T6 TEAR

YOUR WRIST AWAY

TO PREVENT HIM
FROM TAKING

TOO MUCH.

HE'S COMING
OUT OF HI5
TRANCE.

YOU NOTICE A
SPOT OF BLOOD
N THE COUCH.

=

A (A COUPLE MORE SESSIONS
{ LIKE THAT, AND I'LL HAVE
A FAITHFUL GHOUL!

NOW, CAN WE
MOVE ON TO WHAT
THE REST OF US

ARE DOING?

YOU KNOW.. .

A THOUGHT
DOES OCCUR
AS TO HOW YOU
COULD EASILY

EXPLAIN THE

1'M NOT READY
TO TELL HIMTM A
VAMPIRE YET!

YOU COULD ALWAYS
TELL HIM YOU 60T
YOUR PERIOD!

- 1 THINK THAT'S
OUT, DAMN'D WORTH SOME MAJOR
OUT, 1 SAY! EXPERIENCE POINTS.
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Special thanks to Anita Sarkeesian for being an inspiration to this
project with her thought-provoking criticism and tireless work in
support of gaming gender equality, to Robin Enrico for the fan-
tastic Kickstarter video, to Molly Ostertag for her support and
sage advice, to George O’Connor for being the #1 fan, to Charles
Mudd for sharing his love of gaming with the next generation, and
to all our backers on Kickstarter, who trusted in our vision and

made this book possible.
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IN 2006 I LEFT CHINA BY MYSELF. IT WAS THE
BEGINNING OF AN EXPERIENCE TO BE THOUGHT OF
OVER AND OVER FOR THE NEXT TEN YEARS.

MY ANGSTY LONGING FOR FREEDOM TURNED INTO
THE REAL THING, PLUS THE IMMEDTATE NEED TO
SELF-DISCIPLINE SO | DIDN'T FALL APART.

T KEPT BEING INSPIRED BY GAME ART. T PURSUEL
FINE ARTS AT FIRST, THEN TLLUSTRATION.

MORE CAPABLE AND
MISCHIEVIOUS THAN T EVER
THOUGHT T COULD BE,

AS A PART OF THE CULTURAL EXCHANGE PROGRAM FOR
YOUTHS, I LEFT MY LAPTOP BEHIND ACCORDING TO
THE GUIDELINES.

AT TIMES | WAS TOO CONCERNED ABOUT NAVIGATING
MY SURROUNDINGS TO FEEL THE NEED TO DETACH
FROMIT.

T STILL MISS THE TIME IN MY LIFE WHEN I WOKE

MYSELF UP OUT OF SHEER EXCITEDMENT, SO THAT
FOR A COUPLE OF HOURS A NIGHT,

LIVING A THOUSAND LIVES,
EACH IN ITS OWN GLORY.






OEBPS/aEdj0Qr1cDBJDcUW06mn0ewDdVM1.png
i 'Hnou‘qh‘f’ i+ wnSJu_sT the wrong chaice.

I've P’aqed ’

ZELDA so much.

No Surprises.
v

W/’/ﬂ/
ey

17






OEBPS/83Q0auOWrPF6UhBKntxNVBErXlBm.png
what got to me the most-
what | felt most infensely-
was so Telling.

a young man
Snafching a

moment of peace
in the midst

of hISJOU(’neV.

staying
overnight
again?

Q princess ‘f’mppez) In a
castle, not knowing
the ‘Faf'e of her /(mﬁJam’
%opmg with all
* her hearf.

and | found that actually
playing the games didn'+
have the same effect.
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You can play
through notes

Play-by-post, ak.a. o Bl

PBP or RPing, takes
many forms. Inperson, over
email or social
networks...

Inchat
rooms, or on
forums.

I've even heard
of people using it to
supplement tabletop
campaigns or LARPs.

Games vary quite a bit - some Then you take turns writing
are freeform, some have leveling out interactions with other

systems or other structure - people’s characters.
but some things stay the same:

Some roleplayers make short,
You create a character for action-focused posts while
an established setting... some prefer full-on prose, like
a collaborative novel.

Inother words, it’s like
an exquisite corpse writing
exercise for geeks!
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In Senior year of college, real Iife it hard.

=
\£ | don't have
+me for video games,
| bet listening to
soundtracks Is a
£\ good subshtute,

PAPER MARIO was one of my old favorites.

S @rav ',
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It took all summer, but we actually played Then school began, and we had
through an entire story. The evil overlord other things to do. Like save our
and all his minions were defeated, the precious free time for our one
rightful prince was set on his throne, hour's worth of video games,
and peace reigned throughout the land.

B AS—
I don't play many video games anymore,
and I haven't Pla,ed a card game in years,

..I know it wouldn't
be the same.

Ive occasionally been tempted
to take up DgD, but..
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old 1s your Son? This IS cated
Makure for ViolenCe -

Tt's been years since T used o work
there. Still T hear this...

T'vebeen goming since T was &7, -
T've been aGIRL since forever. /
Bl SRR00 L e C—
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GIRLS WHOARE BOY

THE ORCS WILL SoON
OVERPOWER, US. WE ARE
ALREADY OUTNUMBERED.

KEED o
DunGEON Masteg,

Witk
Tow't
LAY
LATE

ILLUSIoN ST
THEF

BUT A RELC WAS LEFT
BEHIND N OUR TEMPLE,
THe ToRC oF DANAAN/

WTH T, WE CooL®
STo® THEM!

WE NEED OUR FIGHTERS WERE,
BUT My STepSon TIM@ITTS
CAN LEAD You THERE.

THAS \S
A Tore!
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Caroline was put into GLaDOS by the “lab boys."
They also built the body, which resembles a wo-
man in bondage (as has been pointed out many
times on the infernet).

Is it any wonder that, upon first activation, In response to GLaDOS’ attempts at - let's call
GLaDOS tries to kill all the scientists in Aperture? | it what it is - revenge, the lab boys create perso-
Within 1/16 of a picosecond, in fact? nality cores.

QUEEIERUCERRCRIEI T CYEIE DR HLNEIEE One of the cores simply lists ingredients for a

REDVASTOREUCIRVIEIRERTINEURGEACEVACIN vanilla cake recipe. Forcing on GLaDOS an inte-

her anger by removing her free will rest as domestic as baking is very telling of what
kind of men these were.

n in potato form, GLaDOS says:

The scientists were always hanging cores on
me to regulate my behavior. I've heard voices
all my life.

But now | hear the voice
of a conscience, and
it's terrifying, because

for the first time
it's my voice.
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Through video games, T've lived many lives..
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P-
= T also remember the day
the Solution dawned onme.

My husband had
been in the hospital
for a long time.

my gender confusion
2s T would ever be.

And heve,in the game
Td bought to take my
mind 6FF of everything
was the dreaded question.






