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Clara Dixon Davidson’s radical reading and writing eventually led her,.
to correspondence with anarchist and socialist papers. During the v
mid-1880s, two parallel organizations claimed to carry-on the torch ¢

., of the “International Workingman's Association,” the “First

International.” The explicitly anarchist “Black” International Working
# People’s Association was rooted in the midwest and northeast, its

“*most famous adherants organizing in Chicago. The self-described

1“Reg” international, the “International Workman's Association”

i » meanwhile, was headquartered in San Francisco with significant

" participation as far East as Colorado and Kansas,

In 1884, letters and poems from Clara appear in Chicago’s Alarm,

the English weekly of the “Black” IWPA, as well as the main organs .

of the IWA, Denver's Labor Enquirer and San Francisco Truth. By

this time Clara clearly counted herself in the radical camp, ending a

treatise in the Enquirer advocating for men and women to organize

ywith the famous call:

‘ “Workingpeople of the
world, unite; you have only
your chains to lose, you

have a world to win.”

Both Internationals loudly called
for organizing and direct action to
overthrow the capitalist system,
by dynamite if necessary. But

unity between these two bodies
was not to be.

|4 e

S e e A . D G 8 ¥ e e i IR .- o m"* ]

In an 1893 article to the Boston anarchist paper Liberty, Clara outlirjeds
her vision for the relationship between parents and their children which,
she thought, ought to resemble friend and friend rather than master and
slave. Rather than notions of duty compelling either to care for t_he%
other, she felt that such relations ought to be. rooteq in love and a desweg
for social harmony, arguing that “generally speaking, people’s love for
their children is in inverse proportion to their love of God and duty.“i
When it came to education, children deserved truthfu!, c_:ompleteet
explanations for their many questions. 4CI§£a_'.S‘,ﬂ1?d,ltf_t,"_°”S on,
childraising did not remain a matter of/f"-_’-;" TR

* hindsight: ~ Iy Dixon CbW;" L\;Vas'

1, 1897; |
€ars old, -

% born March 1
- Clara was 46y

s

iy : A ‘Qg
. Grown older, the babe does not know the danger of
iouchiug a red-hot stove.  How sliouid it know? It is
without experience.  The mother’s impulse is to rescue
the tender, white baby-hand. Is she wise in interpos-
ing this restraint? I think she is not. If the cbild is
1o have bayoneted seutries always on guard between it
and experience, it can only grow surreptitiously. I say
“bayoneted ” advisedly, since the hand interposed be-
tween the baby and the stove not infrequeantly empha-

© sizesits power with a blow whieh gives more pain than

the burn would bave given, while ita value as experi

ence may be represented by the minus sign.

) s g N “‘
Pirarsata bent thelr ehildren, elder emldmnv:):n& .

V‘er prothers sngd sisters, and the wee ORE 1 «uhfxz
N eongs ¥i aripusly by beating their dolls or

svolts agoinst the gunersl baf«
ing frequency gk power, B

sve sotusl apphicstion of
hese rovolts psinal mv&gw
fren result nesrly se dis-

berity, revolts of § :
manity graduslly evolves &l
ite savage principles. }}m t
2y, when led by emo ;3;;; o
¢ &8 ERVALerY Hacll » g
Mt}z.)::f;; a:;u'm. fze the tusis of sll enduring soetal
‘ growih.
When resson sha
equalitics o Jiberties, &

: & learned to rebel mgeinst n-
e an chen this mental rebellion
i e Lav
shall Bave beeors guite L; eal, ;:h;n s:glg E:;p,[g Lave
ond danget of relapse A 3 .
Pﬂ;f;’f:):i;;m and child shall pot be mut;x &:S‘xl: ;:j:
eelutipu distagteful o ressoming _people, b ey
il be fr & and friend. There will be no resteuints
e as 6re ubsolutely necessary, and
form of plows and will be re-
as early as possible. . )
i 1EAD 8153
X tos of such Testraints a5 i MeAD &163 "
?)?::r:am from the brink of & precipite of an ope
well or the track of & cqmmg
chsild from atriking another.

. perfection will they reach in the lnkzrpr@n;ion t;g;:
pf .'.'&ion of the law of egusl freedom, sk in Z-it:h mdgr
F ets children to attsln harmonious relstions ,
_the :

environmnt. -
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actunlly synonymous, alinoet lnsepamble companioos:

Whete equsl freedom in remlered impossible by dis-, %

proportion in degrees of developmeat, the hope of the 7
higher unita lies in the education of the lower.

Chlldren, beesuse of helr ignorance, sre elements of
inharmony, bindmnces to equal frecdom,  To quicken
the processet of their growth Ia to contribute toward
the equilibrization of socinl farces,

Then, Hberty being essential to growth, they must be
efe an free ma is compatible with their ows safety sud
the freedom of others.

Just here srises my diffteulty, which I freely admit,
For the enunciation of this prinviple is the opening of
s Pandora’s box, from which all things fiy out except-
Ing sdult judgment,

© Who shail decide upon the permisible degree of free-
dom? Who shall adjust the child’s treedom to its safety
80 that the two ahall be delicately, flawlemsly balanoed?

The fecundity of these questions i without limit.
Of them are born controversics that plague all the un-
regenerate ailke, whether they be philosophers ot the
humblest truth-seekers,

Christians escape this toflsome investigation, Thelr
faith in rulership simplifes al) the relatioos of itfa
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Clara’s poem put a
bottom-up spin on the
issue, seemingly arguing
that settler’'s were even
.more justified in making

claims than con-
quistadors had been; the
latter did so on behalf of
a crown, the former to
find land for homes.
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{ONG minds that feel effects without grasplog causes
there i3 necessarily & superititious reverence for wotk,
© have ol heard of the benignant idiot who employed a
toairer to reraose & heap of stones and afterward 1o carry
them back snd pile them in the old place.  His act hasbeen
lauded gs if it were & picee of philasthropy.  The labourer
was out of empiayment, he gave him work and paid him
frin

Wasar per -hry that the stones shoukd be moved sway
arA teturnest 2 Oh no, bt the labsurer needed work,  Was
it the worl ev the pay that the labourer necded? I the
3 wanted to mive away moncy why didn’t he do w0 with-
vt any slly femmery.  There wee scher idiot . who forego
tha belp of neahinery in order 1o give emplayment 1o a
1 g wter pembas of Dibsurer . They donot seem 10 wnder-
{ »1 2t the machinery might be u- 4 and just ssmany men
phydfra feso nun' 1 of hours gur day at the same

% .o Bon xe v d £ o artwelve howsl' dobour,
2 Wart fu gave the Tyhoarer & 9 2 k0 £ his money, ™
P w Moo theoful! Hew phianthiopic ! Better
.k tore fart é Aution of their
| - ” o1 vagh individusl
RIS I 1 .
Fxonder B |ow devil will havi 10 kouvp kn ariso-
g “feer e he will s earn.d in the
» o ey he spent on gurth poangasa
v ond end .v.'ilng Lhristian colicges,
Lra-a ixon Dayigcox, s
et
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Henry Cowell was raised amid his parent's San Francisco bohemian.
writers crowd. At a young age he was gifted a quarter-size violin and
developed a lifelong commitment to music that led to a career as a
renowned avant-garde composer. But at the age of six, Harry and Clara
divorced so that Harry could marry another woman. Clara would take
custody of their child, and would instill in young Henry a “philosophical
anarchist principle of mutual aid and non-competition that he took
seriously as long as he lived.” For several years they lived near San
Francisco’s Chinatown, close to friends of his mother like the anarchist

Anna Strunsky.

Clara encouraged her son's musical career, and also apparently
supported him during a youthful gender-bending phase in which he
refused to wear trousers and insisted on being called “Mrs. Jones.” After
Henry suffered both illness and severe bullying at school, Clara took it
upon herself to homeschool him.

Life for the young mother and child was not always easy.

A small child-support payment from Harry was not enough to live on;
Clara relied on her writing to make ends barely meet. She sold poems

And stories to various literary
magazines. After the 1906 San
Francisco earthquake and fire
destroyed most of their possessions,
the pair briefly lived with Clara’s
midwestern relatives before trying their
luck in New York City.

1909 Clara published her lone
novel: Janet & Her Dear Phebe.

“Both ways are right if they are
your ways,” Janet answered loyally.
“J feel again the strong spirit my child-
hood hung upon in secure faith. I be-
lieved in you then; I believe in you now-
You are Phebe; your words were al-
ways true.” The sweet light of love
and trust shone in Janet's eyes as

brightly as ever. -~

Through her writing and poetry, Clara’s mental horizon expanded far
beyond little Kirkville. She became a frequent contributor to a wide
variety of reform and later radically minded newspapers. Papers like
the Chicago Sentinal, New Thought, The Christian Socialist, and the
lowa Farmer’s Tribune circulated widely but frequently relied on
volunteer contributions to fill their pages. Eventually she even utilized
a toy typesetting device to produce her own radical leaflet.

It should be noted that at least one of these early poems betrayed
the settler-colonial mentality all-too common in white radicals then
and often now. The Oklahoma War-Chief sought to bring about its
demands of "restoration of the public domain, lands for the landless
and homt_es for the homeless, Universal Suffrage, and a national
currency issued by the federal government” through the settlement

of the Oklahoma (aka “Indian”)

_— territory, preceding the

A DO Davinos, or Kps infamous  Oklahoma  “Land
ik, Juwa, ; Rushes” by  several years.

THE OKT,411001.4 LOOAR T,

Colimbns wys g Tuwnyer,

N He jumpaad the Indiany < elajyy
Mt for s b jndg firesiie '
But Lor the tpone nf Slx;lc;.

Ballvy vwae gy bisomer
Avranhy boon p fe—
“v.jmnpﬂ! Vs sl e
For Bpaine— el it the v,
Huzro g Patriek Hengy
3j:t'l-v hooms o li!w:-;r:
.‘\jnl Al ernks op !m‘-mww
Wi 1rike 3y slavery,

\THE -;?HRISTI&N SOCIALIET

FLUMMERY.

.
Pl L Tadimpy by
.v\»i;'n 1hdr vighiin) #haim
AR RITTTET IO bands
N From Mother Natnre's hapge
o honies: a e Fiix their bl ‘
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actunlly synonymous, alinoet lnsepamble companioos:

Whete equsl freedom in remlered impossible by dis-, %

proportion in degrees of developmeat, the hope of the 7
higher unita lies in the education of the lower.

Chlldren, beesuse of helr ignorance, sre elements of
inharmony, bindmnces to equal frecdom,  To quicken
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Clara Dixon Davidson’s radical reading and writing eventually led her,.
to correspondence with anarchist and socialist papers. During the v
mid-1880s, two parallel organizations claimed to carry-on the torch ¢

., of the “International Workingman's Association,” the “First

International.” The explicitly anarchist “Black” International Working
# People’s Association was rooted in the midwest and northeast, its

“*most famous adherants organizing in Chicago. The self-described

1“Reg” international, the “International Workman's Association”

i » meanwhile, was headquartered in San Francisco with significant

" participation as far East as Colorado and Kansas,

In 1884, letters and poems from Clara appear in Chicago’s Alarm,

the English weekly of the “Black” IWPA, as well as the main organs .

of the IWA, Denver's Labor Enquirer and San Francisco Truth. By

this time Clara clearly counted herself in the radical camp, ending a

treatise in the Enquirer advocating for men and women to organize

ywith the famous call:

‘ “Workingpeople of the
world, unite; you have only
your chains to lose, you

have a world to win.”

Both Internationals loudly called
for organizing and direct action to
overthrow the capitalist system,
by dynamite if necessary. But

unity between these two bodies
was not to be.

|4 e
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In an 1893 article to the Boston anarchist paper Liberty, Clara outlirjeds
her vision for the relationship between parents and their children which,
she thought, ought to resemble friend and friend rather than master and
slave. Rather than notions of duty compelling either to care for t_he%
other, she felt that such relations ought to be. rooteq in love and a desweg
for social harmony, arguing that “generally speaking, people’s love for
their children is in inverse proportion to their love of God and duty.“i
When it came to education, children deserved truthfu!, c_:ompleteet
explanations for their many questions. 4CI§£a_'.S‘,ﬂ1?d,ltf_t,"_°”S on,
childraising did not remain a matter of/f"-_’-;" TR

* hindsight: ~ Iy Dixon CbW;" L\;Vas'

1, 1897; |
€ars old, -

% born March 1
- Clara was 46y

s

iy : A ‘Qg
. Grown older, the babe does not know the danger of
iouchiug a red-hot stove.  How sliouid it know? It is
without experience.  The mother’s impulse is to rescue
the tender, white baby-hand. Is she wise in interpos-
ing this restraint? I think she is not. If the cbild is
1o have bayoneted seutries always on guard between it
and experience, it can only grow surreptitiously. I say
“bayoneted ” advisedly, since the hand interposed be-
tween the baby and the stove not infrequeantly empha-

© sizesits power with a blow whieh gives more pain than

the burn would bave given, while ita value as experi

ence may be represented by the minus sign.

) s g N “‘
Pirarsata bent thelr ehildren, elder emldmnv:):n& .

V‘er prothers sngd sisters, and the wee ORE 1 «uhfxz
N eongs ¥i aripusly by beating their dolls or

svolts agoinst the gunersl baf«
ing frequency gk power, B

sve sotusl apphicstion of
hese rovolts psinal mv&gw
fren result nesrly se dis-

berity, revolts of § :
manity graduslly evolves &l
ite savage principles. }}m t
2y, when led by emo ;3;;; o
¢ &8 ERVALerY Hacll » g
Mt}z.)::f;; a:;u'm. fze the tusis of sll enduring soetal
‘ growih.
When resson sha
equalitics o Jiberties, &

: & learned to rebel mgeinst n-
e an chen this mental rebellion
i e Lav
shall Bave beeors guite L; eal, ;:h;n s:glg E:;p,[g Lave
ond danget of relapse A 3 .
Pﬂ;f;’f:):i;;m and child shall pot be mut;x &:S‘xl: ;:j:
eelutipu distagteful o ressoming _people, b ey
il be fr & and friend. There will be no resteuints
e as 6re ubsolutely necessary, and
form of plows and will be re-
as early as possible. . )
i 1EAD 8153
X tos of such Testraints a5 i MeAD &163 "
?)?::r:am from the brink of & precipite of an ope
well or the track of & cqmmg
chsild from atriking another.

. perfection will they reach in the lnkzrpr@n;ion t;g;:
pf .'.'&ion of the law of egusl freedom, sk in Z-it:h mdgr
F ets children to attsln harmonious relstions ,
_the :

environmnt. -
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staunchly decentralized
organization of the Black IWPA,
priviliging local group autonomy,
did not mesh easily with the
San Francisco body's call for a
tightly centralized, albeit
secretive, pyramid structure.
Many in the two groups
nevertheless  believed  they |
fought towards the same ends
and as 1885 rolled into 1886,
discussions  about  merging
were top of the agenda.

The wrench in these plans was
forged from a tremendously
important question of principle:
was “The International” open to
all, regardless of race or
nationality? Both organizations
paid affirmative lip-service, but
the anarchistic IWPA took it far
more seriously, even as many
of its members waffled on the
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% s took up¥

A parallel campaigns of )59
L escalation, focusing on issues;.

¥ they hoped could converti‘.
¥ popular outrage into socia
revolution. For the anarchists
in the East, this was th
struggle for the “Eight Hou

i Day.” The western Red}:
International planted its feetFx«-
on much grimmer ground:
expelling the Chinese laborers i
many white settlers felt} _
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hundreds of}

thousands struck demanding the
Eight Hour Day across much of

the United States. IWPA s_ecyions
played a significant agitational }

role in the uprising that witnessed

intense clashes between strikers

caling a mass-
Haymarket.”

P i,

s ordered the rally disperse, '
' Ec?p?s responded with gunfire. Seven anarchists were sentenced to

[ i [ ' [ ' archist
fterwards, including the chlef-gdltors of Chicago’s an
gggg}sé Four were hanged, one killed himself befire the state cgqld.,

I

a bomb, and the ¢

IR S SR xR Y

oth surviving issues of Enfant Terrible lead with a poem by Clar

before alternating between long sections written by Clara and Harry.
Reading from a 21% century vantage it comes off almost like a
radical couples blog. Short fables and clever little anecdotes provoke
littte mental challenges to authority or expose societal hypocris
Brief commentary on current events like a proposed law closing
business on Sunday reveals Clara and Henry's distaste for
intertwined capital, government, and organized religion.

Enfant Terrible was relatively short-lived, its last available issue on
December 20, 1891 was only the 6. The February issue of another
local individualist anarchist paper, Egoism, announced its cessation
and that subscribers would receive their paper. Egoism’s May issue
noted the couple’s participation in debates at the “People’s Free
Lyceum” over the meaning of “Philosophical Anarchy.” Cowell argued
that “majority rule is inexpedient and a social failure because it
defeats equal freedom, whereupon it follows that Anarchism is the
correct social principle.” Clara delivered her own “sharp hits.”

L& Enfant Terrible was relatively
X love-minded editors
emained together for|*
 another decade.

In February, 1893 the lit-
= erary pair married and

A’Clara took Cowell's name.,
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In 1890, Clara’s twenty-year marriage to George Davidson ended in
* an apparently amicable separation and later divorce. Their son already
lived on his own. Determined to escape the “stifling atmosphere of
i rural Midwestern fundamentalism,” Clara set off alone on a train for

! San Francisco at the age of 39.

' Clara was drawn to San Francisco’s bohemian literary milieu, and har

¢ articles and poems from the following decades appear frequently in

publications from the Overland Monthly to The Nation. But Clara didn’t
rely solely on the good grace of other editors to publish her work.

L In 1891, she joined Sigismund Danielewicz as The Beacon’s assistant
¢ editor. Under their guidance the paper notably spoke out for the rights
# of San Francisco's Chinese residents, uniqgue among the San
Francisco radical press in a time where trade unions explicitly
advertised their products being made with “white labor.”

Not long after Clara f _,

joined The Beacon’s

, staff, Sigismund stepped "

< down from his post and
turned over the paper’s
type, printing equipment,
and subscription list to
her. Perhaps reflecting the
differences in their
sentiments, she chose to
rename the paper. Clara
teamed up with her new
boo, the Irish Anarchist
immigrant Harry (H.C.B.)
‘2 Cowell to edit Enfant

Terrible. Sigismund re-
mained an advocate for
dynamite politics long
after the  Haymarket
tragedy; Clara called for a
more “evolutionary” than
“rev-olutionary” trans-
formation, privileging edu-
cation and cultivation of
individual freedom over,.
insurrection.

294

¢ State Repressmn following the 1886 strike wave was intense, and
.not just in Chicago. Politicians, business owners, and mainstream'
ewspaper publishers railed against anarchism, which they argued
was a foreign subversion bordering on insanity. Yet Clara argued
that ‘Repression Breeds Resistance,’ channeling Haymarket martyr
August Spies final declaration that “our silence will be more
powerful than the voices you strangle today.” A whole new wave of

» ¥ radicals awoke to the immense injustice in society following what
* many argued was a politicized frameup trial. Among these were a

new generation of radical poets and publishers, like Emma
Goldman and Voltairine de Cleyre.

Temporally parallel to the Eight Hour agitation was a brutal wave of
anti-Chinese pogroms in the far-west. Entire Chinese communities
were driven out of towns like Eureka, California and Tacoma,
Washington. Dozens if not hundreds of Chinese people were
massacred. At the forefront of this agitation was the “Red” IWA of
San Francisco, whose members hoped to “convert the anti-
Chinese storm into an anti-Capital storm” not by diverting attention
but by riding full-speed ahead.

One of the very few opponents was Slglsmund
Danielewicz, a tireless traveling organizer.,
Sigismund was the Red International’s Secretary |
until he spoke out against the anti-Chinese wolence,
calling for a move to higher principles.

A few years later, he launched a

anarchist paper in San Diego and later
San Francisco: The Beacon. The paper
drew readers and contributors from
both the old networks around the
Chicago Alarm as well as his own
contacts on the West Coast, becoming

v, a vital bridge between the anarchism of
1 the Haymarket period and that of later
i years.

' Clara first became a semi-regular

contributor to The Beacon while still,
Ilvmg in dlstant KlrkV|IIe
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;-,Janet unfortunately sold poorly, and
, Clara’s  publisher declined her

7} future books. In 1910 she and

ﬂ Henry returned to a small cottage

% in the then-young exurb of Menlo

Park, near the campus of Stanford *

Un|vers[ty. In these surroundings

Henry first achieved notice for hié ’

musical talents, while Clara met the

final love of her life. " l. o

e veron | g Before the internet wove its globe-spanning web of 'social n_\edia, far-

; ; was newly_ leQI’C_G g i flung groups and individuals were brought t_ogether via the print qulture i
om the notable anti-capitalist of books, pamphlets, newspapers, and journals. The revolutionary

Standforg  eoenomie " bialis _ culture of the anarchist movement was, in many respects, incubated in

Veblen C!ara later recalled that ' the pages of its printed matter. Letters to ones favorite paper often

oo mesting Ellor at o famni _ ¢ engaged in discourse with one another, bringing correspondents from

a mutual friend around 1912 Ellen entered into a tight  San Francisco to South Africa to the same playing field. The rapid

relationship  with  the proliferation and decreasing cost of such publications thus provided

TMEINE N N T . K TR

“As soon as M
rs. V .
had opened her mouthebleg mother-son duo, moving more than just a passive window through which to view the world,
an opening up a new intellectual and social universe.

o

spoken a few words, | knew ,
of an As deeply-entrenched patriarchal norms pushed late-nineteenth

~an and women into the “private sphere,” anarchist print culture offered an
outlet for those determined to make their voice heard. When scanning
the pages of periodicals like The Alarm or Free Society, the femme
presence is impossible to ignore. Letters to the editor frequently appear
from small-town readers connected to the wider world through their
favorite subversive publication. Women also played vital roles in
creating and sustaining anarchist publications, as editors and

typesetters, as authors and distributors. ﬁ
*

S gy K

L

Clara Dixon exemplified this literary radicalism. For years she

developed her Anarchist politic while living in small-town lowa coal and -
farming country. Clara wrote short stories, articles, and most of all .
poetry for submission to papers across the country. Eventually she ";
took an even bigger leap; at nearly 40 years old she left lowa alone for &

San Francisco. Now immersed in a growing anarchist milieu, Clara
two anarchist newspapers and later write a novel wit

strong sapphic themes. She also took a particular interest in anti-- ¢
authoritarian relations between parents and children.
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« Clarissa “Clara” Dixon was é\f‘ ' s s Janet & her Dear

2 born November 30, 1851 in = : .. Phebe tells the in-

*v the small town of Hennepin e 2 ¢ !

. oo ! , en

Y llinois. At a young age her o et-potatocs and v chasre’ 4 em:‘)tlonally
er likes them, Y. | ged tale of a

« family moved to another small X too, b d . i i i
f town in lowa's farming and Rt Wi e 4 @ g loving relationship
e . p between two girls in

™ coal belt: Amityville. Her :
“Scotch-Irish” ~ family  had & » ' a small lowa town.

N early-colonial settler roots and

T were strict religious
fundamentalists. Her parents |
even taught their children “a
roundabout route to school to
keep them from passing the
house or a reputed atheist.

Separated in their teen-

age years, they never

gave up seeking contact

and eventually re-united

as adults. The novel

might be dismissed as

. merely depicting an un
- usually intense Victorian

Dhoddn. 2, i
i ion i MEebrraTION
But when she turned 17 (the age of confirmation in s iy, friendship between two \&

? H o e :
her church), Clara instead “stood up and announced . 1 saw Phebe yesterday. She was on ¥ 9al-pals, but what today ?ﬁ

; . i , v . « 4
that, having lost her belief in the tenants of the her way to the spring. She stepped like Vrc;%hth:% | ;aﬂﬁdknowneei;

church, she was renouncing her membership.

, g P R Steven’s colt with its first harness 2 the Clara and her son's ¥
§ bohemian circles. In 1936 £
% Henry, who thought of

b

' sShe sensibly left town,” moving to the nearby towns of Eddyville ~., she stepped as if she wanted to
and Kirkville, where she would spend more than two decades. break : ‘
Within a couple years of leaving home, Clara had married George ' e‘ something. ) himself as  bisexual

To-day I saw Phebe go out of the would in fact be

Davidson and the two had a son Clarence. !
convicted of having oral *

Clara did not intend to become a quiet housewife. sex with a young man,
q , I could almost touch her dress. She and served four years in

umwa, eventually w3 did not seem to step at all, then; she ?‘560 Quentin.

church ahead of me. She was so near

She hustled through school classes in nearby Ott
taking college courses. Clara became one of the few t/” 7. moved forward smooth and straight

schoolteachers in her local area and also became a prolific writer. x=val ] _
.l | among the other people, like the deep |

Clarence later recalled happy memories of his childhood, painting part of the Nodaway River going fast
a “warm and loving domestic scene in which Geroge treated .y end stll between the gurgly water

Clarissa with tenderness.” The couple’s finances were handled
among the stones on each side.

jointly. But all was not marital bliss: they briefly separated after a )
year of marriage because “she refused to submit to sexual ' To-morrow, Phebe will walk some

relations, which she found distasteful.” She also later claimed to other wav. I kn She is al

have found her husband's business practiced unethical. ¥ ow. She is always new.

Nevertheless the couple remained together for twenty years. Every day her face is different and
every day it is beautiful, like flowers

that are never two alike but every one
is loveliness and delight.

IS ST .. S






index-13_1.jpg
d disenssin
| Douglas is

S cow that hind been
~milked while i "*“*\“ﬁ
{which was fastencd Tran. e
s B ‘ s
b

he would stand perfeetly s i1l while e
rope was being adjnsted, and wis ait
d quite indifferent as v whether or §
 the post,
dmit the heauty of
Anairehistic philosoply, hot sl ¢
L in terror:
K¢ must have governent!  We @
mUSNGave Tan of th
¥ lcaw. i
il imagine Lelng tied with B
R necesanry DL (he recular 10 aness
of tife. >
A nervous cor
cackloand call ay
lowing of hens when
into the poultry
but at night he
raceaon carried off a_part of
Those quasi-reformers who
great outery against Anarchism wit

vemind
used to the o

ged ‘o seveam and

ein foud,
hile a
flock.

TS

laringny

O (i giney bitkeq,

& 500 more i, i
clyy  rig [
it that the clown WY poople, ) !".”""“
nv"u B ‘“m;um i has ng more rigl, 'um" lhc: ‘l“x(b.)mi;:o
0 lamly i g i il
S morgy e 2P1E:  Tho poligear oi7d ty
&4 ore right by the panpe, sl
#' Peaple. T, tax-gg, Per to ar,
 right (s x»v(,ll(«:r«.r hasg ng more
il ple's r)l\(lrl'y ”lr;.,(‘r thief to_fijep Deo.
SRty The jagg : fffé
ZIOFE 1t Ul i T fglslumr sy

< {4
Recently T h former,” while
the color line, say: “Irred

Ve intellectual and good
B, but I wonld pot want him fora
sonal friced,

i

£}
B

Some Querles:

T want to prefice some questions Iam goliy

Lo wk by aaylog that T amnota (ault-finder |

# learner. T dare trespase o6 your well-
mwdy oo T Leliere others would
b beceitiod Uy your replies and gratetul for

Wi then, o0,

1o the Socialistl fdeal etate there woald be,

1 understasd, g0 rent, 5o interest and B0 £

s0lo-

can only be tharoughly devaloped by yeacs of f

perimeit, et foo1 And clotblng during thels)

e R
staunchly decentralized
organization of the Black IWPA,
priviliging local group autonomy,
did not mesh easily with the
San Francisco body's call for a
tightly centralized, albeit
secretive, pyramid structure.
Many in the two groups
nevertheless  believed  they |
fought towards the same ends
and as 1885 rolled into 1886,
discussions  about  merging
were top of the agenda.

The wrench in these plans was
forged from a tremendously
important question of principle:
was “The International” open to
all, regardless of race or
nationality? Both organizations
paid affirmative lip-service, but
the anarchistic IWPA took it far
more seriously, even as many
of its members waffled on the
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In 1890, Clara’s twenty-year marriage to George Davidson ended in
* an apparently amicable separation and later divorce. Their son already
lived on his own. Determined to escape the “stifling atmosphere of
i rural Midwestern fundamentalism,” Clara set off alone on a train for

! San Francisco at the age of 39.

' Clara was drawn to San Francisco’s bohemian literary milieu, and har

¢ articles and poems from the following decades appear frequently in

publications from the Overland Monthly to The Nation. But Clara didn’t
rely solely on the good grace of other editors to publish her work.

L In 1891, she joined Sigismund Danielewicz as The Beacon’s assistant
¢ editor. Under their guidance the paper notably spoke out for the rights
# of San Francisco's Chinese residents, uniqgue among the San
Francisco radical press in a time where trade unions explicitly
advertised their products being made with “white labor.”

Not long after Clara f _,

joined The Beacon’s

, staff, Sigismund stepped "

< down from his post and
turned over the paper’s
type, printing equipment,
and subscription list to
her. Perhaps reflecting the
differences in their
sentiments, she chose to
rename the paper. Clara
teamed up with her new
boo, the Irish Anarchist
immigrant Harry (H.C.B.)
‘2 Cowell to edit Enfant

Terrible. Sigismund re-
mained an advocate for
dynamite politics long
after the  Haymarket
tragedy; Clara called for a
more “evolutionary” than
“rev-olutionary” trans-
formation, privileging edu-
cation and cultivation of
individual freedom over,.
insurrection.

294

¢ State Repressmn following the 1886 strike wave was intense, and
.not just in Chicago. Politicians, business owners, and mainstream'
ewspaper publishers railed against anarchism, which they argued
was a foreign subversion bordering on insanity. Yet Clara argued
that ‘Repression Breeds Resistance,’ channeling Haymarket martyr
August Spies final declaration that “our silence will be more
powerful than the voices you strangle today.” A whole new wave of

» ¥ radicals awoke to the immense injustice in society following what
* many argued was a politicized frameup trial. Among these were a

new generation of radical poets and publishers, like Emma
Goldman and Voltairine de Cleyre.

Temporally parallel to the Eight Hour agitation was a brutal wave of
anti-Chinese pogroms in the far-west. Entire Chinese communities
were driven out of towns like Eureka, California and Tacoma,
Washington. Dozens if not hundreds of Chinese people were
massacred. At the forefront of this agitation was the “Red” IWA of
San Francisco, whose members hoped to “convert the anti-
Chinese storm into an anti-Capital storm” not by diverting attention
but by riding full-speed ahead.

One of the very few opponents was Slglsmund
Danielewicz, a tireless traveling organizer.,
Sigismund was the Red International’s Secretary |
until he spoke out against the anti-Chinese wolence,
calling for a move to higher principles.

A few years later, he launched a

anarchist paper in San Diego and later
San Francisco: The Beacon. The paper
drew readers and contributors from
both the old networks around the
Chicago Alarm as well as his own
contacts on the West Coast, becoming

v, a vital bridge between the anarchism of
1 the Haymarket period and that of later
i years.

' Clara first became a semi-regular

contributor to The Beacon while still,
Ilvmg in dlstant KlrkV|IIe
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% s took up¥

A parallel campaigns of )59
L escalation, focusing on issues;.

¥ they hoped could converti‘.
¥ popular outrage into socia
revolution. For the anarchists
in the East, this was th
struggle for the “Eight Hou

i Day.” The western Red}:
International planted its feetFx«-
on much grimmer ground:
expelling the Chinese laborers i
many white settlers felt} _
undermined their standards of P speeading a hnowledg: of it
living and ability to organize Poser often
Many IWPA anarchists were k" 1 Yo measires. Gallow Im-
shamefully Wl”lng to overlook catend, Biroue barned. [ibredes e
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this as a minor di_sagregment, f prisoneat? LFath bt e
or worse sympathized With the £ 1., lust ot o Anste S
drive. But enough viewed this ‘
as an obvious betrayal of thei
global emancipatory vision to/{ Tue
effectively halt merger talks.
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hundreds of}

thousands struck demanding the
Eight Hour Day across much of

the United States. IWPA s_ecyions
played a significant agitational }

role in the uprising that witnessed

intense clashes between strikers

caling a mass-
Haymarket.”

P i,

s ordered the rally disperse, '
' Ec?p?s responded with gunfire. Seven anarchists were sentenced to

[ i [ ' [ ' archist
fterwards, including the chlef-gdltors of Chicago’s an
gggg}sé Four were hanged, one killed himself befire the state cgqld.,

I

a bomb, and the ¢

IR S SR xR Y

oth surviving issues of Enfant Terrible lead with a poem by Clar

before alternating between long sections written by Clara and Harry.
Reading from a 21% century vantage it comes off almost like a
radical couples blog. Short fables and clever little anecdotes provoke
littte mental challenges to authority or expose societal hypocris
Brief commentary on current events like a proposed law closing
business on Sunday reveals Clara and Henry's distaste for
intertwined capital, government, and organized religion.

Enfant Terrible was relatively short-lived, its last available issue on
December 20, 1891 was only the 6. The February issue of another
local individualist anarchist paper, Egoism, announced its cessation
and that subscribers would receive their paper. Egoism’s May issue
noted the couple’s participation in debates at the “People’s Free
Lyceum” over the meaning of “Philosophical Anarchy.” Cowell argued
that “majority rule is inexpedient and a social failure because it
defeats equal freedom, whereupon it follows that Anarchism is the
correct social principle.” Clara delivered her own “sharp hits.”

L& Enfant Terrible was relatively
X love-minded editors
emained together for|*
 another decade.

In February, 1893 the lit-
= erary pair married and

A’Clara took Cowell's name.,
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Henry Cowell was raised amid his parent's San Francisco bohemian.
writers crowd. At a young age he was gifted a quarter-size violin and
developed a lifelong commitment to music that led to a career as a
renowned avant-garde composer. But at the age of six, Harry and Clara
divorced so that Harry could marry another woman. Clara would take
custody of their child, and would instill in young Henry a “philosophical
anarchist principle of mutual aid and non-competition that he took
seriously as long as he lived.” For several years they lived near San
Francisco’s Chinatown, close to friends of his mother like the anarchist

Anna Strunsky.

Clara encouraged her son's musical career, and also apparently
supported him during a youthful gender-bending phase in which he
refused to wear trousers and insisted on being called “Mrs. Jones.” After
Henry suffered both illness and severe bullying at school, Clara took it
upon herself to homeschool him.

Life for the young mother and child was not always easy.

A small child-support payment from Harry was not enough to live on;
Clara relied on her writing to make ends barely meet. She sold poems

And stories to various literary
magazines. After the 1906 San
Francisco earthquake and fire
destroyed most of their possessions,
the pair briefly lived with Clara’s
midwestern relatives before trying their
luck in New York City.

1909 Clara published her lone
novel: Janet & Her Dear Phebe.

“Both ways are right if they are
your ways,” Janet answered loyally.
“J feel again the strong spirit my child-
hood hung upon in secure faith. I be-
lieved in you then; I believe in you now-
You are Phebe; your words were al-
ways true.” The sweet light of love
and trust shone in Janet's eyes as

brightly as ever. -~

Through her writing and poetry, Clara’s mental horizon expanded far
beyond little Kirkville. She became a frequent contributor to a wide
variety of reform and later radically minded newspapers. Papers like
the Chicago Sentinal, New Thought, The Christian Socialist, and the
lowa Farmer’s Tribune circulated widely but frequently relied on
volunteer contributions to fill their pages. Eventually she even utilized
a toy typesetting device to produce her own radical leaflet.

It should be noted that at least one of these early poems betrayed
the settler-colonial mentality all-too common in white radicals then
and often now. The Oklahoma War-Chief sought to bring about its
demands of "restoration of the public domain, lands for the landless
and homt_es for the homeless, Universal Suffrage, and a national
currency issued by the federal government” through the settlement

of the Oklahoma (aka “Indian”)

_— territory, preceding the

A DO Davinos, or Kps infamous  Oklahoma  “Land
ik, Juwa, ; Rushes” by  several years.
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Clara’s poem put a
bottom-up spin on the
issue, seemingly arguing
that settler’'s were even
.more justified in making

claims than con-
quistadors had been; the
latter did so on behalf of
a crown, the former to
find land for homes.
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¥ Digitized issues of The Beacon and Enfant
Terrible can be found at historicalseditions.

+ hoblogs.org
4

Scans were obtained with the gracious assistance of the
., International Institute for Social History in Amsterdam. We
¥ have also digitized other regional Anarchist periodicals
and maintains an extensive list of digitized papers.

Clippings in this zine came from the following issues:
The Beacon: 5/3/1890, 3/28/1891
Enfant Terrible: 11/8/1891, 12/20/1891

Historical Seditions is also circulating the preliminary
edition of an extensive Zine covering the often dark
history of the San Francisco International Workman's
Association entitled Deconstructing Settler Socialism: The
Internationals and Early Anarchism in the Wild West. We
have not posted a PDF online, but it is available through a
number of Anarchist book stores and we will gladly send
in response to inquiries to historicalseditions@riseup.net

Clippings from other radical papers include the Denver
Labor Enquirer (9/13/1884), Chicago Alarm (11/1/1884),
San Francisco Truth (3/22/1884, Nov-Dec 1884), The
Christian Socialist (2/1885), Boston Liberty (9/3/1892) and
The Oklahoma War-Chief (7/23/1885)

Most second-hand quotes on Clara’s life were drawn two
biographies of her son, Joel Sach’s Henry Cowell: A Man
4 Made of Music and Michael Hicks' Henry Cowell: ,,
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« Clarissa “Clara” Dixon was é\f‘ ' s s Janet & her Dear

2 born November 30, 1851 in = : .. Phebe tells the in-

*v the small town of Hennepin e 2 ¢ !

. oo ! , en

Y llinois. At a young age her o et-potatocs and v chasre’ 4 em:‘)tlonally
er likes them, Y. | ged tale of a

« family moved to another small X too, b d . i i i
f town in lowa's farming and Rt Wi e 4 @ g loving relationship
e . p between two girls in

™ coal belt: Amityville. Her :
“Scotch-Irish” ~ family  had & » ' a small lowa town.

N early-colonial settler roots and

T were strict religious
fundamentalists. Her parents |
even taught their children “a
roundabout route to school to
keep them from passing the
house or a reputed atheist.

Separated in their teen-

age years, they never

gave up seeking contact

and eventually re-united

as adults. The novel

might be dismissed as

. merely depicting an un
- usually intense Victorian

Dhoddn. 2, i
i ion i MEebrraTION
But when she turned 17 (the age of confirmation in s iy, friendship between two \&

? H o e :
her church), Clara instead “stood up and announced . 1 saw Phebe yesterday. She was on ¥ 9al-pals, but what today ?ﬁ

; . i , v . « 4
that, having lost her belief in the tenants of the her way to the spring. She stepped like Vrc;%hth:% | ;aﬂﬁdknowneei;

church, she was renouncing her membership.

, g P R Steven’s colt with its first harness 2 the Clara and her son's ¥
§ bohemian circles. In 1936 £
% Henry, who thought of

b

' sShe sensibly left town,” moving to the nearby towns of Eddyville ~., she stepped as if she wanted to
and Kirkville, where she would spend more than two decades. break : ‘
Within a couple years of leaving home, Clara had married George ' e‘ something. ) himself as  bisexual

To-day I saw Phebe go out of the would in fact be

Davidson and the two had a son Clarence. !
convicted of having oral *

Clara did not intend to become a quiet housewife. sex with a young man,
q , I could almost touch her dress. She and served four years in

umwa, eventually w3 did not seem to step at all, then; she ?‘560 Quentin.

church ahead of me. She was so near

She hustled through school classes in nearby Ott
taking college courses. Clara became one of the few t/” 7. moved forward smooth and straight

schoolteachers in her local area and also became a prolific writer. x=val ] _
.l | among the other people, like the deep |

Clarence later recalled happy memories of his childhood, painting part of the Nodaway River going fast
a “warm and loving domestic scene in which Geroge treated .y end stll between the gurgly water

Clarissa with tenderness.” The couple’s finances were handled
among the stones on each side.

jointly. But all was not marital bliss: they briefly separated after a )
year of marriage because “she refused to submit to sexual ' To-morrow, Phebe will walk some

relations, which she found distasteful.” She also later claimed to other wav. I kn She is al

have found her husband's business practiced unethical. ¥ ow. She is always new.

Nevertheless the couple remained together for twenty years. Every day her face is different and
every day it is beautiful, like flowers

that are never two alike but every one
is loveliness and delight.

IS ST .. S
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¥ Digitized issues of The Beacon and Enfant
Terrible can be found at historicalseditions.

+ hoblogs.org
4

Scans were obtained with the gracious assistance of the
., International Institute for Social History in Amsterdam. We
¥ have also digitized other regional Anarchist periodicals
and maintains an extensive list of digitized papers.

Clippings in this zine came from the following issues:
The Beacon: 5/3/1890, 3/28/1891
Enfant Terrible: 11/8/1891, 12/20/1891

Historical Seditions is also circulating the preliminary
edition of an extensive Zine covering the often dark
history of the San Francisco International Workman's
Association entitled Deconstructing Settler Socialism: The
Internationals and Early Anarchism in the Wild West. We
have not posted a PDF online, but it is available through a
number of Anarchist book stores and we will gladly send
in response to inquiries to historicalseditions@riseup.net

Clippings from other radical papers include the Denver
Labor Enquirer (9/13/1884), Chicago Alarm (11/1/1884),
San Francisco Truth (3/22/1884, Nov-Dec 1884), The
Christian Socialist (2/1885), Boston Liberty (9/3/1892) and
The Oklahoma War-Chief (7/23/1885)

Most second-hand quotes on Clara’s life were drawn two
biographies of her son, Joel Sach’s Henry Cowell: A Man
4 Made of Music and Michael Hicks' Henry Cowell: ,,
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. Janet & Her Dear Phebe can be found
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. P
;-,Janet unfortunately sold poorly, and
, Clara’s  publisher declined her

7} future books. In 1910 she and

ﬂ Henry returned to a small cottage

% in the then-young exurb of Menlo

Park, near the campus of Stanford *

Un|vers[ty. In these surroundings

Henry first achieved notice for hié ’

musical talents, while Clara met the

final love of her life. " l. o

e veron | g Before the internet wove its globe-spanning web of 'social n_\edia, far-

; ; was newly_ leQI’C_G g i flung groups and individuals were brought t_ogether via the print qulture i
om the notable anti-capitalist of books, pamphlets, newspapers, and journals. The revolutionary

Standforg  eoenomie " bialis _ culture of the anarchist movement was, in many respects, incubated in

Veblen C!ara later recalled that ' the pages of its printed matter. Letters to ones favorite paper often

oo mesting Ellor at o famni _ ¢ engaged in discourse with one another, bringing correspondents from

a mutual friend around 1912 Ellen entered into a tight  San Francisco to South Africa to the same playing field. The rapid

relationship  with  the proliferation and decreasing cost of such publications thus provided

TMEINE N N T . K TR

“As soon as M
rs. V .
had opened her mouthebleg mother-son duo, moving more than just a passive window through which to view the world,
an opening up a new intellectual and social universe.

o

spoken a few words, | knew ,
of an As deeply-entrenched patriarchal norms pushed late-nineteenth

~an and women into the “private sphere,” anarchist print culture offered an
outlet for those determined to make their voice heard. When scanning
the pages of periodicals like The Alarm or Free Society, the femme
presence is impossible to ignore. Letters to the editor frequently appear
from small-town readers connected to the wider world through their
favorite subversive publication. Women also played vital roles in
creating and sustaining anarchist publications, as editors and

typesetters, as authors and distributors. ﬁ
*

S gy K

L

Clara Dixon exemplified this literary radicalism. For years she

developed her Anarchist politic while living in small-town lowa coal and -
farming country. Clara wrote short stories, articles, and most of all .
poetry for submission to papers across the country. Eventually she ";
took an even bigger leap; at nearly 40 years old she left lowa alone for &

San Francisco. Now immersed in a growing anarchist milieu, Clara
two anarchist newspapers and later write a novel wit

strong sapphic themes. She also took a particular interest in anti-- ¢
authoritarian relations between parents and children.
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g them into her house and
later  makin Hen
' that | was not too old for something ? -
another love.” ; adopted  sun v 3
g | executor of her will. She &
also helped Henry make
musical connections and
afford a Steinway piano.

o§ Tragically, Clara had [
only a few years to
witness the growth of
her son's musical career
and spend time with her
new close “friend.” What g
she thought

¢ tuburculosis tumed

Clara Dixon died R
May 15, she BB 4
€ 18 _, c Please enjoy this brief journey through Clara Dixon's radical life.

s was 64. uu{l}» ng‘}m 6“(\3; \1\ /I \\w \ l‘
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an extensive memoir of "‘90 K% Mg‘ &% ‘ s \?‘cr "V' x
her son’s early years. Z Z/ /vv #
Yy W o AT :, BT






index-7_4.png





index-4_9.png





index-7_39.png





index-5_11.png





index-5_10.png





index-7_40.png





